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Seeds 
I bought a tiny packet I sowed some seeds of knowledge 
Of Chinese lantern seeds, In a garden that I knew, 
I sowed them in my garden bed, Then watched results, with patient care; 
I tended all their needs, ° And don’t you know, there grew 
But not the smallest sprout came up, A soul of gracious helpfulness, 
With all my watchful care; Of character, of brain; 
And I was disappointed And oh, I am so thankful 


With the corner that was bare. That my sowing was not vain. 
—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


BROADCASTERS CLASS, HEIDELBERG SUNDAY SCHOOL, YORK, PA. 


This organization is rich in good works. The teacher is the Rev. Dr. W. Sherman Kerschner, 
pastor of Heidelberg Church. (See news item in this issue) 
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ORGANIZING RURAL COMMUNITY 
LIFE 


Aretas W. Nolan, University of Illinois 
Organization and co-operation are ear- 
marks of growth, whether characterizing a 


ylant, an animal, or an order of society. 

,’ - 
The organism that is growing and that has 
reached a higher stage of development is 


one having organization and co-operation 
among its part. A sponge is a low order 
of animal life. Its individual cells live, 
nourish themselves and reproduce inde- 
pendently of each other,—there is little 
or no organization or co-operation,—hence 
a low order of life. The body of a man is 
composed of millions of cells, but these are 
highly organized and co-operate in a won- 
derful way. The hand cannot say to the 
foot, I have no need of thee, and vice 
versa,—hence a higher order of physical 
life. 

So it is in community life. That com- 
munity that has little organization or co- 
operation is in the sponge stage of exist- 
ence. It is a lower order of life. On the 
other hand the community that is well 
organized, co-operating in an effective way 
in all its activities, bears the earmark of 
growth, and has come into man’s estate. 

The federation of existing community 
organizations is a big step in the direction 
of better things. A community council 
composed of representatives of all the 
leading local organizations provides a good 
method for federation. This council should 
elect the usual officers and appoint com- 
mittees for the important interests and 
issues of the community. Committees on 
agriculture, commerce, labor, recreation, 
health, art, civie interests, education, home 
interests, transportation and eommunica- 
tion, and moral and religious issues, ete., 
are some that should function for the eom- 
munity council. The council should meet 
monthly, and one or two community mass 
meetings should probably be held each 
year. 

Under some such plan as briefly suggest- 
ed above, a community could co-operate, 
acting together upon all the important 
issues which concern the whole life of the 
community. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


Nearly two score leaders of the Eastern 
Synod of the Reformed Church met Tues- 
day in a 4-hour meeting at Phoebe Home 
to lay definite plans for a campaign for 
$350,000 for enlargement.of the Home, and 
organized themselves as, a general cam- 
paign committee. This; amount to be 
raised among the 134,000: members of the 
Reformed Chureh in the ’Eastern Synod 
‘during the week of June 2 to 9. 

Tuesday’s meeting was presided over 
by the Rev. Edwin W. ‘Lentz, D. D., of 
‘Bangor, President of the Hastern Synod, 
and addresses were made on ‘‘The Needs 
of Expanding Phoebe Home to a Capacity 
of at least 100 Guests,’’ by Rev. Franklin 
H. Moyer, Superintendent, and by David 
A. Miller, President ef the Board of Trus- 
tees, on §*The Building Plans and Cost.’ 

Approval of the $350,000 goal was given 
by the meeting. « 

A meeting of several hundred ministers 


and leading laymensof the S¥nod will be - 


held in Allentown, April 19, at the Masonic 
temple. At this: meeting every congrega- 
tion in the Synod is expected to be repre- 
sented, and definite plans for the campaign 
will be considered and adopted. Those 
present at Tuesday’s meeting will act as 
an attendance committee for the April 19 
meeting. A strong program has been: ar- 
ranged of prominent speakers. 

Phoebe Home was chartered in 1903 and 
was supported by the East Pennsylvania, 
Lehioh and Tohiekon Classes of the East- 
ern Synod. Two years ago 8 other Classes 
of the Gynod assumed a share of its sup- 
port and plans were at once laid for an 


early expansion from the present capacity 
of 30 to accommodations for at least 100 
of the aged and infirm of the Reformed 
Church. 

Those in attendance were Rev. E. W. 
Lentz, D. D., President of Eastern Synod. 
Of the 11 Classical Presidents who had 
been invited, 7 were present, 2 others who 
could not attend sent substitutes, of the 19 
trustees invited, 16 were present and 2 
could not attend because of illness. There 
were also 9 additional laymen present. 


INITIAL CELEBRATION OF THE 
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE JAPAN MISSION 


On June Ist it will be just 50 years since 
the first missionary of the Reformed 
Church, the Rev. Ambrose D. Gring, ar- 
rived in Japan. The Japan Mission de- 
cided to celebrate this in a formal manner 
in connection with its regular meeting in 
September. However, because of the fact 
that the Rev. Dr. John Calvin Bowman, 
President Emeritus of the Theological 
Seminary of the Reformed Church at Lan- 
caster,. Pa., was the very first one -who 
applied to our Board of Foreign Missions 
to be sent as a missionary to Jaan, but was 
rejected because of his health at the time, 
and because Dr. Bowman, as a passenger 
on the world eruise of the Canadian Pacific 
steamer ‘‘Empress of Australia,’? was 
coming to Japan and would visit Sendai, 
the special committee of arrangements ‘for 
the 50th anniversary, consisting of Drs. D. 
B. Schneder, Christopher Noss and Allen 
K. Faust, were instructed to arrange for 
an initial, or earlier, celebration of this 
anniversary in connection with Dr. Bow- 
man’s stay in Sendai, March 7-10. 

The anniversary program, which was con- 
fined to March 8th, was as follows: 2.00- 
3.30 P. M., on the second floor of the 
Housekeeper Memorial Social Hall, a re- 
ception in celebration of the anniversary 
and also in honor of Dr. Bowman. To this 
were invited the missionaries of all the 
Protestant denominations doing Christian 
work in Sendai and the vicinity, all the 
local Japanees workers of our own denomi- 
nation, the Church of Christ in. Japan 
(Nihon Kirisuto Kyokwai), and also the 
leading local Japanese Christians of other 
denominations. 

4.30-6.30 P. M., in the assembly room on 
the second floor of our Mission Office 
Building, the service in celebration of the 
anniversary and the accompanying Com- 
munion service. The Rev. D. F. Ehlman 
was in charge. Dr. Henry K. Miller read 
an abstract of the history of our Mission 
during the ‘half century. Dr. Bowman de- 
livered an inspiring address and the Com- 
munion service was celebrated with the 
Revs. Dr. Allen K. Faust and Carl D. 
Kriete in charge, assisted by Professors 
Oscar M. Stoudt and Arthur D. Smith in 
the distribution of the elements. The 
music was in charge of Mrs. W. G. Seiple 
and Miss Kate I. Hansen. 

7.30 P. M., the mission dinner in the 
dining room on the first floor of the Social 
Hall. The dinner, as well as the reception, 


had been arranged for by the special social 


committee, consisting of Mrs. P. L. Ger- 
hard, the Rev. C. D. Kriete, Mrs. Christo- 
pher Noss, Mrs. Alfred Ankeney and Miss 
Lydia A. Lindsey, with Mrs. D. B. Schne- 
der as an additional member. Mr. Kriete 
was master of ceremonies. Dr. Bowman 
was his, genial self and after his speech 
passed the ‘‘cigars.’? which proved to be 
pepermint drops which he had purchased 
on his visit to Nikko. Later, all repaired 
to the room upstairs, where some of the 
members of the Mission contributed to the 
entertainment of all until it was time to 
go home. Wm. G. Seiple. 


COMMENCEMENT AT NORTH JAPAN 


COLLEGE 
The 88th commencement exercises of 
North Japan College (Tohoku Gakuin), 


Sendai, were held in the Chapel of the 
Middle School (or Academy) on the after- 
noon of March 9th. The school was honor- 
ed by the presence of the Rev. John Calvin 
Bowman, President Emeritus of the Theo- 
logical Seminary of the Reformed Chureh 
at Lancaster. 

After a piano and organ duet by Miss 
Maki Inomata and Mrs. Ai Shimizu, teach- 
ers of music at Miyagi College, the Rev. 
Yoshiaki Akaishi, professor of homiletics 
in our seminary, offered prayer, the Japa- 
nese national anthem, the Kimigayo (The 
Emperor’s Reign), was sung by all and Dr. 
Teizaburo Demura read the Imperial Re- 
script on Education. Then Dr. Demura, 
who is dean of the Higher (or College) De- 
partment and acting dean of the Seminary 
Department, in the absence of President 
D. B. Schneder, who unfortunately was 
confined to bed at the time, presented the 
diplomas to all the graduates of the three 
departments, Seminary, College and Acad- 
emy. There were 134 graduates in all, 8 
from the B Course of the Seminary, 51 
wrom the college (13 from the Literary 
Course, twelve from the Normal Course 
and twenty-six from the Commercial 
Course), and seventy-five from the Middle 
School. All of the 8 theological graduates 
are Christians, as are also 33 of the 51 col- 
lege graduates and 54 of the 75 Middle 
School graduates. This is the highest re- 
cord in 25 years. 

Certificates of merit and prizes, includ- 
ing the Heckerman essay prizes and one 
offered by Dr. Bowman to the student who 
was adjudged to have the best character 
among the Middle School graduates, were 
awarded. Dr. Demura in President Schned- 
er’s stead spoke words of farewell to the 
graduates. After a chorus by students of 
North Japan and Miyagi Colleges, the rep- 
resentatives of Governor Ushizuka, of Mi- 
yagi Prefecture, and of Mayor Yamaguchi, 
of Sendai, read formal congratulatory ad- 
dresses and then Dr. Bowman, with Pro- 
fessor Genshiro Koriyama as his interpre- 
ter, made an excellent speech in which he 
emphasized the necessity of better under- 
standing among all the nations. After 
formal written responses to Dr. Demura’s 
words of farewell, which were read by one 
representative from the graduates of each 
of the three departments, Professor Seigi 
Abe, who is an almuns and also teacher of 
music, sang a solo and Dr. Bowman vro- 
nounced the benediction in English. 

The commencement festivities closed 
with the business meeting of the Alumni 
Association, which was held on the second 
floor of the Housekeeper Memorial Social 
Hall, and after that the alumni banquet in 
the dining room downstairs. 2 

—Wmn. G. Seiple. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 


Rev. C. H. Kehm, Supt. 

Not only are the organizations of the 
Church interested in the Bethany Family, 
but last week the East Greenville High 
School faculty entertained us for a few 
hours. This group of teachers gave the 
play, ‘‘The Whole Town’s’ Talking,’’ for 
the benefit of their athletic department. 
After presenting the play three or four 
times in their own community it was sug- 
gested that the cast go to Bethany and give 
it for the enjoyment and entertainment of 
the children. We certainly enjoyed the 
evening and appreciated their coming. 


The other day a party drove up to the 
Home and had a lot of things packed in 
their ear. After unloading the goods, one 
of the party remarked, ‘‘Why do you not 
mention in your letters that out-grown 
things are acceptable? We women forget 
sometimes. ’’ 


Now is housecleaning time and the 
friends of Bethany no doubt have ecloth- 
ing and shoes that are outgrown, and per- 


(Continued on page 23) 
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MR. BABSON ON “CRIME WAVES” 


Dr. F. L. Hoffman, of the Babson Institute, who is gen- 
erally recognized as the world’s leading authority on homi- 
cides, reports a startling disregard for law and order 
throughout the world today, especially among the youth. 
It is evident that his studies do not make him at all sym- 
pathetic to the specious claim that this is due to Prohibi- 
tion, under which so many so-called “respectable” people 
are defying the Constitution—which is the bulwark of 
American life and property. 


The disease is world-wide, he says, and by no means 
limited to the United States. Hence it is fairer and far 
more logical to consider it as an aftermath of the great 
war, “which taught men to shoot, steal and deceive.” Mr. 
Roger W. Babson, commenting on this report, shows also 
that we are hardly justified in attributing the bad situation in 
our country to immigration. Twenty years ago, when nearly 
1,000,000 immigrants entered this country annually, we had 
far less crime than we have today, when less than 200,000 
a year are admitted. Indeed, statistics show that crime has 
increased as immigration has decreased. 


Waiving the reasons commonly given, Mr. Babson is 
convinced by his studies that the movies are the basic cause 
of the crime waves today, in this and other lands. Who can 
question the tremendous influence of a form of entertain- 
ment attended every week by more than 10,000,000, mostly 
young people? We believe no religious journal has raised 
this question more frequently than the MresseNGcER. It will 
pay you to read what Mr. Babson says: “In view of state- 
ments by psychologists that impressions through the eye 
are very much more powerful than those which come 
through the ear, it is evident that the movies are the great- 
est forces today in molding character for good or evil. In 
fact, I sent a questionnaire to the school principals of New 
England, asking which of the following had the greatest 
influence in molding the character of our young people to- 
day—the school, the Church, or the home—and 70% 
scratched off all three and replied: ‘The movies!” 


The eminent economist points out that many citi- 
zens make the mistake of judging the quality of the movies 
by the pictures shown in the best theatres, which are in 
many ways educationaland recreational, and could be utilized 
to play a valuable part in the future education of the race. 


He advises those who have any doubts about the very evil 
influence of the movies to go to a movie house in the poorer 
quarters of the city and see what is there being shown, and 
he concludes with this scathing indictment: “At present 
the greater percentage of pictures are crime-breeding and 
plant seeds of vice and deceit. Why we American people 
will continue to spend thousands of millions on schools and 
teachers to train the children of our cities and then permit 
a bunch of irresponsible men to exhibit each night crime- 
breeding pictures within the shadow of a school building, 
just to make a few dollars, is beyond my comprehension. 
Such pictures in one night uproot all the good seed which 
the schools can plant in a month. It is exactly like appro- 
priating money for a fire depaftment, and then permitting 
anyone to set buildings afire just to collect insurance. 


“Not only must the evil influences of the movies be sup- 
pressed, but we must strengthen the good influences of the 
schools. To supply mere information, without character, is 
like giving a pistol to a child, Yet this is what a large per- 
centage of our.so-called education consists of today. We 
are giving too much time to teaching the incidentals of life 
and too little to teaching the fundamentals of life. As young 
people are given more material, political and intellectual 
power they must have more spiritual power to correspond, 
or civilization gets top-heavy and out of balance. The ulti- 
mate result is temporary collapse. Hence the great need of 
the hour 1s not more or larger schools, colleges and uni- 
versities, but more sane religious education in those which 
we now have.” 


We are sincerely grateful to Mr. Babson for this wise 
and statesmanlike word. As a high-minded Christian gen- 
tleman, he has rendered a real service not only in calling at- 
tention to the corrupting influence of so many of our mov- 
ing pictures, but also in his constructive appeal for the right 
kind of education. We profess to believe in “the gospel 
of prevention” as a theory, but in practice we continue to 
pay little attention to it. To no nation in all history has so 
great an opportunity been vouchsafed as to ours; but if we 
permit a generation of boys and girls to grow up without 
moral and spiritual training, we are committing national 
suicide. Or if we permit them to be influenced more by 
contemporary movies than by the school, the Church or the 
home, what have we the right to expect as a harvest? Let 
us thank God that there are among us at least some pro- 
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phets who see what ought to be done and who are challeng- 
ing us so forcibly to do it. In what degree will we heed the 
challenge ? 

a * 


SOUND-PROOF 


That the American city is a bedlam of distressing noises 
is quite generally agreed. Even the once isolated rural dis- 
tricts are now anything but quiet, and any moment the whir 
and roar of machinery may jar our jangled nerves. Mr. 
Ross Duff Whytock gives us the good news, however, that 
the millennium appears to be dawning for the harassed 
dwellers in Gotham, and the triumph of modern invention 
he describes may conceivably prove to be a boon in other 
noisy places. Mr. Whytock reports: “No more listening 
to your neighbors’ radios, no more being an unwilling guest 
at the ‘whoopee party’ next door, no more agonizing over 
‘Love Me and the World Is Mine,’ sung downstairs by the 
girl with the operatic complex. That is all gone now, for 
the really, honest-to-goodness sound-proof apartment has 
come into existence. The first of these humanitarian 
structures has just been opened, and I was invited to a 
proof of its immunity from noise.” He goes on to say 
that the demonstration was a complete success. A 6-piece 
orchestra let go with full volume, and in the apartment next 
door not a sound was heard. The Tenement House Com- 
missioner of New. York is quoted as saying that this is the 
most far-reaching step in construction since the modern 
sky-scraper, that the architects hitherto have neglected the 
importance of bringing privacy and quiet to the occupants 
of buildings they designed, but that henceforth “it will be 
just as ridiculous to think of a non-sound-proof building as 
it is now to erect a 50-story building that is not abso- 
lutely fireproof.” 

With the advent of genuinely sound-proof dwellings, it 
ought to be much easier to get away from the clamorous 
noises of the world and recover the art of meditation, which 
has been lost by so many of our people. It is not easy to 
give your soul a chance when the steel rivetters are working 
within a few yards of your office or when your home is 
surrounded, both by day and by night, by some infernal 
noise-making devices that almost spilt your ear-drums. 

“Be still, and know that I am God.” This ancient ad- 
monition is unheard today by millions who hear only the 
hum and clatter of machinery and the myriad noises of our 
raucous and complicated age, But if we are to grow wise 
and well-balanced men and women, there must be quiet 
places where we can hear God speak. We need more than 
ever the ministry of the prayer-closet, of the silent altar of 
worship, of the sequestered “mercy-seat,” from which all 
worldly distractions are shut ont, and each soul is shut in, 


alone with God. 
* Ok Ox 


THE PROGRAM OF THE WETS 


Dr. Ernest H. Cherrington, that able spokesman for the 
temperance forces of America, sizes up the situation ac- 
curately when he thus sets forth the program of the wets: 
“The one hope the wets of this generation have is that by 
slanders against Prohibition; by hindering its enforcement ; 
by making it to be sneered at and made the subject of dis- 
respect ; by getting into office men who will not enforce the 
law ; and by obtaining adverse judicial decisions, they may 
bring about a state of popular mind that will demand such 
a loosening of the several Federal and State laws for Pro- 
hibition as to permit nullification of the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment. The whole effort of the wets of whatever program 
or plan is to work upon the oncoming generation in Amer- 
ica and upon those who swell America’s population by im- 
migration, these latter coming mainly from countries where 
the liquor traffic is legal and where drinking is common. 
To make Prohibition unpopular, to educate the youth and 
the newcomers in the idea that Prohibition is not American, 
that it does not work and that it is evil; in short, to place 
Prohibition under condemnation—this is the program of 
the wets.” 

And who that is reading the signs of the times does not 


‘made by far the largest gain. 


know that this highly-financed program is bringing results ! 
A noted educator said the other day that the great metro- 
politan newspapers have almost without exception sold 
themselves to this propaganda, and “‘our only hope ts in the 
religious press and the pulpit.’ But when we remember 
how many supposed Christians rarely go to Church and 
never read a Church paper, are not tens of thousands of 
professing Protestants far more likely to be influenced by 
the loose talk of the clubs and the streets and the out- 
pourings of wet newspapers? Not tor one minute do we 
doubt that the unholy program of the wets is bound to fail; 
but it can be stopped only if we co-operate with God in re- 
newed consecration and an intelligent program of temper- 
ance education which will put to rout all these specious 
schemes of the enemy. By the way, the New Jersey Tem- 
perance Society, P. O. Box 253, Newark, N. J., has issued 
a little booklet, “They Almost Had Me Fooled—They Told 
Me,” which is one of the best answers we have seen to the 
assaults upon Prohibition. Write for it, 
cs ee 


MORE THAN A MILLION! 


It will be gratifying to all lovers of the Church to know 
that Dr. H. K. Carroll’s annual census of religions in the 
United States, in the Christian Herald, shows that the net 
gain of the Churches during 1928 was 1,115,000 communi- 
cants—one of the best years in a long time. Last year the 
Churches were encouraged by a clear gain of more than 
573,000, It is certainly cause for rejoicing that this in- 
crease has now been about doubled. Present membership 
of the Reformed Church in the United States is given at 
356,093, a gain of 4,167. The United Brethren number 
402,192, with a gain of 5,246; the Evangelical Synod of 
North America numbers 287,115. Felicitations are due to 
the Reformed Church in America, which with a communi- 
cant list of 156,089 reports a gain of 4,808, which is larger 
than our own. Dr. Carroll’s table shows that the 32 largest 
denominations constituting 46,571,248 of the grand total 
gathered 1,036,562, or all but 78,425 of the total net gains. 
The 5 Protestant communions which have over 1,000,000 
communicants each are Methodists, Baptists, Lutherans, 
Presbyterians and Disciples. Of these the Baptists have 


* OK OK 
WESTMORELAND WOMEN SAY “YES” 


The good women of the Reformed Church are always in 
the van in all good works. It would be difficult to use re- 
strained language in describing all the forward steps they 
have taken in advancing the interests of the Kingdom of 
God. Who shall measure their contribution in the up- 
building of our beloved Zion? It is not surprising, there- 
fore, that they should be among the first to consider the 
plans and projects which confront the denomination. On 
the Commissions which devised the Plan of Union of the 
proposed United Church in America, there were no women, 
but none are more interested than they in the outcome of 
the movement, or more loyal to the best interests of our 
Church, 

As an illustration of their point of view, the women of 
the Westmoreland Classical Missionary Society have shown 
their unity and enthusiasm by the unanimous adoption of 
the following resolution: ‘““Resolved, That we, the members 
of the Westmoreland Classical Woman’s Missionary So- 
ciety, heartily approve the proposed union of the Reformed 
Church in the United States with the United Brethren in 
Christ and the Evangelical Synod of North America. 
Further, we earnestly hope and pray that the General 
Synod of our Church may act favorably in the matter and 
that this union may ultimately be consummated.” 


eee tha. 
SOME SUGGESTIVE SERMONS 


During recent weeks it has been the good fortune of the 
writer to examine a few of the more recent publications of 
distinct homiletical value. The number of volumes of ser- 
mons is quite amazing; and, of course, they differ as much 
in spiritual helpfulness as they do in literary quality; but 
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on the whole, each volume is rich with suggestion to the 
earnest and growing preacher. We believe that it remains 
a very useful habit to read sermons, to study the style and 
method of other men, and to find stimulation for creative 
effort without any slavish imitation of the work of others. 

The books we have examined with considerable care in- 
clude the following: “Jn Touch With Christ,” James Reid, 
Doubleday, Doran and Co., price, $2; “The Hero In Thy 
Soul,” Arthur John Gossip, Charles Scribner’s Sons, price, 
$2.50; “The Cosmic Ray In Literature,’ Lewis Thurber 
Guild, Cokesbury Press, price, $2; ‘““d Modern Pilgrim's 
Progress,” DeWitt Lincoln Pelton, American Tract Society, 
price, $1.50; “They Knew Jesus,” Edwin Moore Martin, 
Funk and Wagnalls Co., price, $2.50; “Simplified Truth For 
Young and Old,” Richard W. Lewis, D. D., Hamilton 
Brothers, price, $1.50. We have also re-examined those 
two helpful books published by Funk and Wagnalls Co., 
“The Gospel Message in Great Poems,’ by our own Rev. 
Walter R. Gobrecht, price, $2; and “The Gospel Message 
in Great Pictures,’ by Dr. James Carter, price, $2. 

We can heartily commend all these books as worthy of a 
place in a preacher’s library. Written from greatly differ- 
ent points of view, they bring variety and substance, and 
encourage us to have greater confidence in the vitality of 
the pulpit. In our time the reading of books of sermons 
seems to be restricted to a comparative few, and volumes 
are rare indeed which are published at a profit to the author. 
If there be truth in the observation that some of them are 
published merely to satisfy the conceit of the writer and 
with hardly any justification from the standpoint of in- 
trinsic merit, it should also be said in fairness that not a 
few contemporary volumes of sermons are well worth 
while and serve in stalwart fashion to “provoke others unto 
good works.” 

a 


A NOBLE UNDERTAKING 


THE MESSENGER of April 4 contained the picture of Mr. 
Levon Zenian, a young Armenian well known in our denomi- 
nation, who has gone under the auspices of the World’s Sun- 
day School Association to take charge of religious educa- 
tional work among the young people of the Armenian race 
in Syria and Palestine. The support of Mr. Zenian is 
being underwritten by Sunday Schools and individuals who 
realize that the best thing which can now be done for the 
survivors in Bible Lands of this much persecuted race is 
to conserve the spiritual values and to give the young people 
the right kind of Christian leadership. 

Some of the progressive Sunday Schools of our denomi- 
nation have already agreed to assist in this work by con- 
tributing $25 a year for the next four years. These in- 
clude: Second, Greensburg, Pa., Dr. F. C. Seitz, pastor ; 
First, Easton, Charles K. Weaver, Superintendent; Trinity, 
Canton, O., Dr. H. Nevin Kerst, pastor; Calvary, Reading, 
Rev. Frederick K. Stamm, pastor; St. Paul’s, Sellersville, 
Pa., Rev. James R. Shepley, pastor; St. Mark’s, Reading, 
Rev. G. R. Poetter, pastor; and St. Stephen’s, Reading, Dr. 
T. W. Dickert, pastor. (In the latter case the contribution is 
made by the Senior Christian Endeavor Society.) 

It is sincerely hoped that there will be other Sunday 
Schools and individuals sufficiently interested in this great 
project to go on the honor roll of sponsors, so that this 
work of religious education among the Armenian people 
can be carried on in the proper way. THE MESSENGER will 
be glad to report, from time to time, any pledges made for 
this purpose. Who will be next on the list? 
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THE PARABLE OF MYSTERIES AND REVELA- 
TIONS 


It came to pass that I was in the home of a friend, and 
there were other guests. And as we sate upon the Verandah 
in the afternoon, there came a Maid and served us Tea. 
And one of the women said unto me, Shall I read thy Cup? 

And I said, That would interest me. So do. ; 

And she poured out the Tea that I had left in the Cup, 
and she drained the Cup thoroughly, and she looked therein, 
and she began to speak. 

And she told me about mine Own Past, and she essayed 
to tell me about my Future. 

And when she had finished, she inquired, saying, Have 
I done well? 

And I said, I should cross thy hand with Silver, for 
thou art a Very Good Gipsy, and hast told me Very Cleverly | 
some things that I had not supposed that thou didst know. 

And she said, laughingly, It was not I who knew, but 
the Cup told me. 

And I said, Nevertheless, it was cleverly done, and there 
were one or two things that were Particularly Interesting 
to me, for they were true, and I suppose not Generally 
Known. 

And she said, Art thou alarmed ? 


And I said, For many things do I thank God, and for 
none more than this, that, whatever | have done in this 
life thus far, no Cup or Divination can disclose anything 
about me that is worse than is already known, 

And I spake unto those who sate by, and said, Behold 
how close we are ever to the fringe of Mystery. I wonder 
not that the Ancient Greeks did erect at Eleusis their Vast 
Temple of Mysteries, and maintained it for a Thousand 
Years. For Life is full of Mystery, and so far as I under- 
stand, no one hath ever explained the Mystery of Matter, 
or the Mystery of Life, or the Mystery of Mind, or the 
Mystery of Death. And yet every now and again some 
man riseth with a Preposterous Theory of Knowledge or 
of Revelation that he declareth that he hath received from 
Heaven or Hades of which he hath no Certificate save a 
Microscopick Mystery that he doth pull out from his Sleeve. 

And one of my friends said, Are we not under obliga- 
tion to Explain the Mystery or believe the Revelation? 


And I said, I have seen with mine own eyes a Boy 
tied in a Basket, and a Sword thrust through and through 
while the lad wailed and the Blood Ran, and the lad came 
out whole and smiling. I have seen a Mango grow up out 
of the pavement under my feet and have eaten the fruit 
thereof. I have seen men who lay for years on beds of 
spikes, and men who climbed ladders of swords and walked 
barefoot on live coals. And they all had their Revelations. 

And my friends said, Thou wert deceived, for such 
things cannot be. 

And I said, I cannot explain the Mysteries, but I did not 
accept the Revelations. For so did Moses teach me, and 
also my Reason, to accept no Revelation because of unex- 
plained Mystery, but to exercise Calm Faith and sound 
Judgment, and to be harmless as One Dove and Wise as 
Two Serpents. 


Be Ready 


BY THE REV. HUBERT L. SIMPSON, M. A. 
(Preached in Westminster Congregational Church, London, on Palm Sunday, 1929) 


Text, ‘‘And they that were ready went 
in.’? Matt. 25:10. 

How true it is that when the great 
moments of life come to us, even to blind 
souls, the lightest utterance takes on the 


last dark 
racked with 


starry brightness of the sublime. 
Antoninus Pius the great and noble em- 
peror, was awaiting the summons of the 
messenger, 
agony, 


rheum that even his stout spirit could not 
keep back, at that moment there entered 
the captain of the guard, according to the 
custom of the Imperial Palace. The cap- 
tain of the guard came in to obtain the 


When 


his mortal frame 
his eyes dim with 
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watchword for the night, and without a 
moment’s hesitation, the dying man said, 
‘*Aequa animitas’’—composure of mind, 
and turned his face to the great unknown. 
If God Almighty could let a man like that 
go out into blank darkness unshepherded, 
then the less God he, and He has got more 
to lose than we have, if He is going to al- 
low Himself to be surpassed in moral 
greatness and in spiritual worth by the 
ereatures of His hand. 

Henry James, that great American, who 
showed his love for England by taking her 
nationality as his own in her darkest hour, 
all through his life pursued truth and 
beauty and emmeshed not a little of their 
loveliness in his consummate literary artis- 
try; when he was dying, Henry James said, 
“‘T feel the distinguished thing has come 
to me at last.’’? Death is ‘‘the distinguish- 
ed thing.’’ 

Today the whole world is standing un- 
covered by the bier of that distinguished 
French soldier, that brilliant strategist, 
and that great Christian, Ferdinand Foch. 
*“Now I am ready,’’ he said, as he went to 
surrender the bright sword of his shining 
spirit to the only foe that ever had the 
power to take his sword from him; ready 
when the hour of his country’s need came 
to prove him, ready when the call came to 
lead his forces to great victory, the great- 
est armies that have ever mustered in the 
world’s history, and when the last sum- 
mons came he did not flinch, ‘‘Now I am 
ready,’’ he said and arose and went. 

Men and women, when will we realize 
that there is nothing arbitrary about salva- 
tion, that there is nothing strained and un- 
natural about true religion, that there is 
nothing fearful about death. Listen to 
these. quiet, conclusive words of Jesus 
about salvation and how it comes. ‘‘The 
midnight hour,’’ ten laughing girls full of 
life’s sweetness and glad expectancy—a 
little sleep for tired eyes, and bodies weary 
with the dance, in order that they may be 
ready for the bridal festival. And the 
Bridegroom comes in his own great hour, 
to sweep of trains, doors flung wide, gleam- 
ing lights in the festival chamber, and 
music and shouting, All may go in to the 
eternal feast. Do you mean to say that 
laughing youth may go in equally with 
eager and sullen and wise old age? Do 
you mean to say that soldiers who have 
just risen from sleep—Jesus said that 
“‘they all slumbered and_ slept’’—that 
soldiers just rubbing from their eyes the 
dew of wonder that they never saw Him 
before, the Lord of Life who rides into life 
and makes it great and big and purposeful, 
do you mean to say that they may go in 
too? ‘*The doors are open wide,’’ said 
Jesus. But there is a closing hour, there is 
an early closing hour, there is a terribly 
early closing hour for some. ‘‘And they 
that were ready went in ,and the door was 
shut.’’ 

So quietly, so irrevocably do life’s su- 
preme moments come and go, and that is 
why I never come into this place without 
a feeling of awe, because five minutes to 
twelve on the 24th of March may be the 
supreme hour for somebody here this morn- 
ing, the last chance to see the Lord of 
Life, and to hail Him and to stream after 
Him before it is too late. I say there is 
no mystery about salvation, there is no 
need to be befogged by clouds of theologi- 
eal disputation. See how the wind of one 
quiet word of Jesus blows the mist away. 
Here is the whole thing, ‘‘They that were 
ready went in,’’ such absence of striving, 
such joyous alacrity, such ease of access 
and abundance of entry, such wideness of 
doors! 

‘““They that were ready went in and the 
door was shut.’’ All through the Bible 
you find the insistence on this need for 
being ready. ‘‘Be ready in the morning,’’ 
as we read, was the injunction given to 
Moses, and the result of that early-morn- 
ing readiness was that one man away back 
in those dim, dark, mists of time saw the 


glory of God as He swept by and pro- 
claimed His great name. One man who 
was ready in the morning got the great 
moral law and brought it down into the 
world, that moral law that binds the 
hearts and the minds of men unto this day. 

‘Be ye also ready,’’ said Jesus, and the 
loyal soul replied, ‘‘I am ready to go with 
Thee both to prison and to death,’’ and 
Paul echoes Peter, ‘‘I too am ready, not to 
be bound only, but also to die at Jerusa- 
lem for the name of the Lord Jesus.’’ 


Now just what is it to be ready? There 
are so many today who honestly find them- 
selves unable to toe the theological line, 
so many who just cannot, and, therefore, 
being honest men, will not come into line 
with the accepted creeds of the Church. 
There are: so many who really and truly 
cannot find complete rest and satisfaction 


HERE’S A HOPE TO TUNE YOUR 
HARP TO 
William L. Stidger, in ‘‘Zion’s 
Herald’’ 


Here’s a hope to tune your harp to, 
Here’s a song that you can sing; 
Here’s a dream to play your pipe to: 

There is God in everything! 


There is God in every dawning; 
God in every noon and night; 

God in every roll of thunder, 
God in every flash of light. 


There is God in every rosebud, 
God in grass and grain and tree; 
God in every planet, wheeling 
Through the mystic midnight sea. 


There is God in love and laughter, 
God in human hope and dream; 
God in every dear child’s sweetness; 

God in every silver stream. 


There is God in all believing, 
God in every cross and creed; 
God in every hurt and heartache; 
God for every normal need. 


There is God in dust and starlight; 
God in dandelion and dung; 

God in every wave-washed sky-way 
Where the lantern-stars are hung. 


God in growth and evolution, 
God in history and hope; 

God in dim and distant dawnings 
Where the poets dream and grope. 


God in prophecy and promise; 
God in yearnings that are thine; 

God in every wistful watching 
After some far goal, Divine. 


Here’s a hope to tune your heart to, 
Here’s a bell to boom and ring; 
Here’s a faith that will requite you: 

There is God in everything! 


within any of the branches of the Church 
of Christ, good and honest souls to whom 
our Lord would most assuredly say, ‘‘ You 
are not far from the Kingdom of God.’’ 
What does Paul say to men like that. 
Mind you I am getting just a little bit 
tired of the good and honest heart—what 
I mean is I think people are beginning to 
humbug themselves a little, and to say they 
cannot come into line with the creeds and 
cannot join this or that Church from high 
and lofty motives—I am not always so sure 
about those motives. Paul says of the man 
who is honestly saying there is no Church 
he can join and no ereed to which he can 
subscribe to, if the readiness be there, it 
is acceptable. ‘‘ According as a man hath 
and not according as he hath not,’’? and 
that is as true of the spiritual as it is of 


the material riches. If the readiness be 
there, a man is accepted. 

Just what is it to be ready, because evi- 
dently the whole thing turns on this ques- 
tion of readiness. Were the palm branches 
ready, prepared on that day of the tri- 
umphal entry into Jerusalem, which we 
within the blessed, holy Catholic Church of 
Jesus Christ are celebrating today? Have 
you ever thought about it? These palm 
branches were not ready, they were eut 
down on the spur of the moment and 
strewn in the way of their heart’s acknowl- 
edged King. It was a spontaneous tribute 
to kingship when they saw and recognized 
it. It may be that you have come here 
this morning with no carefully prepared 
tribute to place at the feet of Christ, you 
may have no carefully rehearsed eredo to 
recite, but has nothing awakened within 
you this morning, as we have been wor- 
shipping together? Have hymn and united 
prayer and His own matchless words all 
left your soul altogether unlit and your 
tongue altogether dumb? As the world 
halts again in this Holy Week to contem- 
plate the eternal and awful mystery of 
Him ‘‘who knew no sin, being made sin for 
us that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him,’’ are you going to let 
Him pass by quite unheeded and unsaluted. 
If the readiness be there, you will pluck a 
branch off the first palm tree you come to, 
you will cry Hosannah, praise be to God 
for a man like that coming into the midst 
of our foul cities, you, too, will whisper, 
“Thanks be to God for His unspeakable 
gift,’’? you may even get the length of cen- 
fessing, ‘‘My Lord and my God,’? for all 
in the pew to hear, ‘‘Who loved me and 
gave Himself for me.’’? ‘‘They that are 
ready go in,’’ and they are always going in 
at every opening door and vision of ser- 
vice, they go in and fall at His feet in 
rapture and adoration. Said Caryle long 
ago, ‘‘The degree of vision that dwells in 
a man is the measure of the man,’’ and 
it was the measure of the greatest soldier 
of our time, one of the very greatest 
soldiers of all time. Before the great ad- 
vance in 1919, a War Correspondent at the 
Front strolled into a wayside chapel, and 
there he saw a French soldier with grizzled 
hair upon his knees, and when the man had 
made an end of his prayer, he went forth 
again, accompanied by a single orderly, 
and the War Correspondent was astonished 
to see all the soldiers in the neighbourhood 
coming to the salute, and he looked again 
and saw that it was the great Marshal 
who, on the eve of his tremendous advance, 
had gone to make his prayer to the God 
of his salvation, and to seek wisdom from 
Him ‘‘who giveth to all men liberally and 
upbraideth not.’’ When it was all over 
Marshal Foch said to Andre de Malincourt, 
who talked to him as the representative of 
“‘)?Echo de Paris,’’ ‘I do believe in this 
clear vision; I think I received it at the 
Marne, at the Yser and on the 26th of 
March. I believe it comes from a Provi- 
dential source, in the hands of which we 
are but instruments, and that the decision 
of victory is determined from on high by a 
will superior and divine.’? I maintain 
that these calm, measured words of the su- 
perb man of action deserve to be laid up in 
our hearts and called to our memories 
every time we are deafened by the chirp- 
ings and chatterings of those little spar- 
rows who call themselves Agnosties. Let 
this generation never forget that the man 
who gave this deliberate word, quiet, reve- 
rent, devout, was not only a great soldier 
of France, but more than that was a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. ‘‘Now I am 
ready.’? What an epitaph, self-chosen? 
What a salute to death. Yes, 1 am ready, 
I will follow you now straight into the 
audience chamber of your Master. 

As I read that I went back in memory 
to a young warrior who had been chosen 
for a difficult and dangerous trench raid. 
He came to tell me so, and to give me certain 
instructions to be followed out in case of 
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a certain possibility; he left with me a 
ring, a letter, and a request, and then came 
the parting handshake, the understanding 
look, and the desire that was almost burst- 
ing my heart to try and say the right 
thing, but I was forestalled. Knowing full 
well the unspoken thoughts that were pass- 
ing through my apprehensive mind, ‘‘It’s 
all right, Padre,’’ said my gallant young 
friend, ‘‘you remember how Hamlet’s 
friend met him at the eleventh hour and 
found for him the way of escape, and you 
remember what Hamlet said.’?’ When he 
had gone I took out my Shakespeare, one 
of three books that I carried with me all 


the time: the Bible, the Poet Laureate’s 
“‘The Spirit of Man’’ and a complete 
Shakespeare. I took it out as reverently 


as I have ever taken out the Bible, and I 
read—Horatio says, ‘‘I will say you are 
not fit,’’? and Hamlet replies—‘‘ Not a whit, 
we defy augury: there’s a special provi- 
dence in the fall of a sparrow. If it be now, 
’tis not to come; if it be not to come, it 
will be now; if it be not now, yet it will 
come; the readiness is all....’? I saw 
him again just before he went out to the 
dug-out, and said, ‘‘It is all right, old 
man?’? ‘‘Yes,’’? he said, ‘‘the readiness is 
all, I think I can say that, Padre. Good- 
bye.’’? How do the great souls deck them- 
selves with sheer sublimity, as a bride 
decketh herself with shining ornaments, 
when the great and searching hours of life 
and of experience come! How do they all 
signal to one another the same great word, 
each from his separate star, Shakespeare, 
the Apostle, the Marshal of France, and 
the young English subaltern. Up the steps 
of that dugout he went with high heart and 
steadfast confidence. ‘‘The readiness is 
all.’’ Journey’s end, you say, believe it 
who will, it is only the beginning, a glori- 
ous, shining trail ‘‘that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day.’’ 


In the preface of his book on tke Princi- 
ples of War, Foch, who was a poet as well 
as a great soldier, describes his leaders as 
‘“shepherd’s fires lit on a stormy coast to 
beacon-bewildered seamen.’’ In a day like 
this, when people will not listen to ordi- 
nary preaching; in a day like this when 
they will not worship in the orthodox man- 
ner, in a day like this when there is a 
breaking up, a revolt, and just as many 
shipwrecks as ever there were, it is more 
incumbent on you and me than ever to 
kindle some little shepherd’s fire, some cres- 
set of personal conviction on a rocky and 
dangerous coast. Can you not stab the 
darkness somehow with some little, leap- 
ing flame of faith? If you even sing the 
closing hymn a little more earnestly, if 
your face even lose a little of that lack- 
lustre when the name of Jesus is spoken, 
if you even show a little less listlessness 
within His house, somebody may see you, 
and you may restore a soul that is ready 
to perish. 


REFORMED 


CHURCH 


**Soldiers,. you have won the greatest 
battle in history and have saved the most 
sacred of all causes, the liberty of the 
world. Be proud.’’ So ran the great com- 
mander’s message to his weary, but victori- 
ous army and to all the Allies on the mor- 


EXAMPLE 


I sat upon a school-house step 

Not very long ago, 

Watched the children scamper ’bout 
With faces all a-glow. 


Not a single care they had 

To mar their childish play, 

I to the future looked ahead, 
When care would come their way. 


I wondered how each little child, 

When it to manhood grew, 

Would face the years that then un- 
fold 

And the work that each would do. 


They all played ’round so earnestly 
And equal seemed to me, 

I fancied then how all of them, 
When each grew up, would be. 


Some would be in the light of fame, 
Carrying cares of state; 

Each would find an avenue 
According to his rate. 


Some children grow and great folk 
make, 

And others failures are; 

We wonder often the per cent 

Of parents up to par. 


We can not know which one will rise 
Or know which one will fall, 

But we can live the best we know, 
Example set for all. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Maryland. 


row of the Armistice, and he would have 
been the first to admit that there is a more 
glorious conquest still: ‘‘He that ruleth his 
spirit is better than he that taketh a city.’’ 
I beseech you to take a quiet spirit with 
you into this Holy Week, remembering 
that you are living in this world wheie 
men of like passions with yourself did 
these deathless and shining deeds. Re- 
member that it was in this world that the 
Son of God became man and lived and died 
for us men and our salvation. ‘‘Father, I 
will glorify Thee on the earth,’’ He said 
to His Father and ours. On this earth 
where Spring winds are stirring and April 
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airs, and daffodils were swaying in the 
breeze and lambs and birds were calling. 
I have glorified Thee on this springlit 
earth. I. ask you to stand alongside of 
those who strive to guard the sanctity of 
this week and this day, and this Friday 
that is Good Friday indeed. Do all that in 
you lies to liberate the highest energies of 
the soul of man and to unseal the deepest 
springs of his spirit, that we reay be ready 
in the hour of the call that will most as- 
suredly come. 

The came on his shining 
way, and ‘‘They that were ready went in 
with Him, and the door was shut.’? I 
want you to have a day of waving of palms 
the glory and rapture of the Hosannah 
shouts and the earnest of the foretaste of 
victory— 


Bridegroom 


“‘Lift up your hearts and greet the shin- 

ing band 

Now with triumphal palm that stand 

Before the Throne on high 

And serve the God they loved amidst the 
glories of the sky. 

His presence fills each heart with joy, 

Tunes every mouth to sing, 

By day, by night, the sacred courts 

With glad hosannahs ring.’?’ 


‘They were ready and they went in.’? 
I want you to go out with the great word 
of the man whom we have been remember- 
ing today 1inging in your ears. I want 
you to remember how he gave that inspired 
message which will live amongst the great 
sayings of the world, one of the maddest 
messages that was ever sent by a man in 
his senses. In that hour when the enemy 
were closing round the very gates of Paris, 
in that hour when it seemed as if the end 
of all things had come, quiet and confident 
Foch sent back the message, ‘‘My centre 
gives, my right is driven back; situation 
excellent, I attack.?? 

And all around us today we hear the de- 
featists yelling at us that the Church of 
Christ has fallen, that the spiritual is ebb- 
ing out of the world, that we are in for 
materialism and lust and Devil take the 
hindmost, and they are saying that Christ 
has failed. And He sees, looking round on 
the world today, the awful and damnable 
possibilities as you and I caanot see them, 
He sees how the forces of evil are muster- 
ing around the soul of men and around His 
Church, and I watch Him and I see Him 
looking round and seeing here and there 
one man and one woman, and here another 
and there another whom He ean really trust 
and rely on, and on His face there is a 
smile of confidence, the smile of victory 
that will not long be delayed, and He ealls 
to us out of the very darkness and seem- 
ing hoplessness of the day, ‘‘Situation ex- 
cellent, I attack.’’ 


Beautifying the Church Surroundings 


REV. WILLIAM J. LOWE, McConnellsburg, Pa. 


The exterior of a Church and the grounds 
that surround it create the first impression 
of what the interior has to offer. If these 
are ‘‘right,’’ not only the members of that 
particular Church, but ‘‘the stranger with- 
in the gates’’ will be drawn more warmly 
to enter and partake of what has been pre- 
pared for him. 

How does your Church greet the passer- 
by? With a heartening glimpse of trees 
and flowers on a green lawn, or with bar- 
ren, neglected grounds that frown at the 
members and visitors, One kind of Church 
says, ‘‘I am despised and neglected, not 
only by strangers, but by those who pro- 


fess to care the most for me.’’? The other 
says, ‘‘My people worship the Lord in the 
BEAUTY of holiness.’’ 

Should not the Church be more aggres- 
sive and effective in its efforts to give ser- 
vice to a larger group than is represented 
by its membership or attendance? The 
Church is permitted to function without 
the payment of taxes on its properties. 
Should not the Church home surroundings 
be made so attractive that the community 
may feel that it is receiving a visual ser- 
vice that justifies this remission of taxes? 

Why should the standards of the Church 
grounds be lower than the standards of the 


home grounds of a majority of its mem- 
bership? While it is true that Church 
grounds are usually orderly, it is also true 
that beauty in Church grounds is looked 
upon as a non-essential factor in Church 
activities. 

There are some things that pastors ean 
say in pulpit prayers and sermons, and 
some messages to man’s seul that come 
through the mus‘cal part of the services; 
there are messages that are read from way- 
side pulpits by those who pass, but do not 
enter the House of God. Churches as well 
as florists may ‘‘say it with flowers. ’’ 

A Chureh expresses the community life 
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perhaps more completely than any other 
building, and its grounds should plainly 
be in harmony with this idea, How can 
this harmony be best produced? Somehow, 
it would not be right to make the Church 
grounds into a garden, for a garden is a 
personal thing, an outward and _ visible 
sign of its owner’s love for particular 
kinds of flowers and their setting, much 
like a room out of doors. Nor should the 
Chureh grounds be a kind of floral set 
piece. Yet, nothing could be so appropri- 
ate for the Church grounds as the things 
that grow green—grass and foliage. Not 
only the many Bible references to them, 
but their annual symbolism of the resur- 
rection to the new life, the basis for all 
Christian beliefs, give them an important 
place in our religious thought. 

It is not a difficult matter to have at- 
tractive Church grounds. There are great 
varieties of native trees and shrubs to be 
had, and local gardeus may make helpful 
contributions. There are certain trees, 
shrubs and plants which have a distine- 
tive Churehly character, while others are 
as foreign to the Church atmosphere as a 
cireus performance would be. The Ameri- 
ean elm, so suggestive of old cathedrals 
with its arching branches, the cedar and 
the arborvitaes with their spire-like shape, 
the graceful hemlocks, redolent of Christ- 
mas cheer and decoration, the evergreen 
laurel and rhododendron, the spirea Van 
Houttei, which is the elm of the shrub 
tribe, the barberry, with its scarlet berries, 
the syringa, forsythia, wegelias, bush 
honeysuckle and hydrangeas. Among the 
flowers: the fleur de lis, the Madonna lily, 
the lily of the valley and the plantain lily 
may well be used, Along the property 
lines, lilacs, dogwood and redbud will be 
found attractive for large banking effects. 

As to arrangement, that very important 
branch of the subjeet, there is not much to 
be said. However, you arrange your plant- 
ing, be sure to do it so as to leave good 
sized and well shaped open spaces. Resist 
the temptation to put in a tree or a bush, 


8S. S. Empress of Australia, 
February 7, 1929. 
Bangkok 

It was very refreshing to get away from 
the murky harbor of Singapore, and sail 
800 miles northward to Bangkok. But 
when we arrived at Bangkok, as indicated 
by our itinerary, we didn’t arrive. Be- 
cause of the shallow waters of the Gulf of 
Siam we anchored 15 miles from the shore, 
requiring two hours by a tender to reach 
it. We got ashore at Paknam. Then we 
trollied nearly two hours to Bangkok. 
During the last 400 years the Capital City 
has receded from the Gulf’s shore 16 
miles. In coming centuries it will have 
receded many more miles. This recession 
has added thousands of richly productive 
acres to the Delta. We passed over exten- 
sive fields dotted with large rice stacks, 
and through many cocoanut groves. Rice 
is Siam’s main product and export, more 
than 4,000 acres yielding two harvests an- 
nually. Siam is one of the few absolute 
monarchies which continue to retain the 
crown. The present king is highly praised 
for governmental reforms and for various 
progressive measures he has instituted for 
the general welfare of the country and its 
people. His predecessor and brother, the 
sixth King of Siam, prepared the way for 
the present state of prosperity. Educated 
at Oxford University and impressed by the 
superior advantages of western ideals, he 
repudiated the standards of his father, who 
had a harem of 600 wives and counted his 
children by the hundreds, and instead, es- 


CHURCH 


merely because there is room to put it. 
Suitable trees, properly placed, improve 
the appearance of the Chureh property, but 
care must be exercised not to have tall 
growing trees where they will darken the 


BIRDIE 


B. F. M. Sours 
Sing a song of gladness, birdie, 
Sing a song of cheer. 
Sing a song of happy sunshine 
And estranged from fear. 
Lo we learn our lessons, birdie, 
All the busy year. 


Sing a song of glory, birdie, 
Stars are waning fast; 

Sing a song of darkness dying; 
Day is rushing past, 

Flooding all the fields with glory 
And with triumph vast. 


Sing a song of rapture, birdie, 
Greater days are near; 

All the little stars are fading, 
Skies are full of cheer, 

For the Master’s Day is breaking— 
He will soon appear. 


Sing a song of triumph, birdie, 
We will join the song; 

Sing a song of triumph, birdie, 
Make it loud and strong, 

For the Monarch comes; the trumpet 
Soundeth loud and long. 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
a eee ee 


interior of the Church. Remember, the 
purpose is, to produce a picture, not a col- 
lection of specimens. The picture will 
probably be made up of lawn areas and 
planting masses which must not interfere 
with each other. 

Lawns, of course, are necessary and 
nearly every Church has enough land for 
a ‘‘lawn’’ even if it be only of the pocket 


Travel Notes 


BY DR. JOHN CALVIN BOWMAN 


tablished monogamy as a royal example; 
forbade the opium trade, closed the gambl- 
ing dens, and made many other departures 
from the old regime. It may be recalled 
that among his many advisers who aided 
him in constructing the new order, was Mr. 
Francis B. Sayre, from our own country, a 
graduate of Harvard University, who mar- 
ried the daughter of President Wilson. 
But a distinction as great, if not greater, 
is found in the lineage of his own family. 
He was the grandson of Dr. John William- 


GOD IS LOVE 


God is love, and we upon earth 

Must treasure that love and give it 
true worth; 

God is love: all creeds are vain 

If they trample one soul in the mire 
of pain. 


God is love: in beauty He reigns 

In the heart that through truth His 
favor attains; 

God is love e’en though a cross 

Has sheltered that heart from pain 
and from loss. 


God is love: and e’en to the end 

He will comfort and strength and 
happiness send. 

God is love: my voice I’ll raise 

To give Him all honor, glory and 
praise. 


—M. D. T. 
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handkerchief front yard variety. Nothing 
is more beautiful than a well kept lawn, 
and fortunately it is not difficult of attain- 
ment after the preliminary effort is made. 
Many Church lawns are spoiled because 
teams and autos have been allowed to run 
over them. A constant trimming and eut- 
ting of the grass is necessary and much is 
added to the appearance of lawns if the 
edges along walks and driveways are kept 
well trimmed with a sod eutter. In order 
to have fine lawns, it is not necessary to 
cover them with fresh barnyard manure 
and have the Church grounds resemble a 
neglected barnyard or stoeckyard for some 
weeks or months of the year. 

Further than these vague suggestions, 
the planter will have to depend on his 
judgment and imagination. Anyone who 
attempts such planting should try to think, 
not of the sapling that is being planted no 
bigger than a bean pole, but of what it 
will be in twenty years, perhaps forty feet 
high and thirty feet or more wide; or of 
the bush that goes into the hole looking 
like two or three sticks, and in a few years 
will be large enough to fill a small room. 
If planters will remember this, they will 
be less likely to plant too thickly, so that 
when the plants will be reaching their 
prime, they are merely struggling for the 
survival of the fittest. All this points to 
one cardinal virtue in Church planting, 
and that is simplicity. 

The beautiful Chureh grounds are a real 
““Garden of the Lord.’’ 


““The land that’s round the house of God, 
Once so unkept and waste and bare, 
With thought, expense, and loving eare, 
With shrubs, trees, flowers, shaven sod, 
From ugliness to beauty rare, : 
Becomes a place that honors God.’’ 


The poet has said, ‘‘My garden is a love- 
some thing;’’? and one can truthfully say, 
that beautified Church grounds easily seen 
from the public road or street, preach a 
gospel of beauty and good-will which is an 
aid in preaching the Gospel of Christ. 


son Nevin, the eminent theologian, whose 
fame is inseparably linked with that of 
Franklin and Marshall College and the 
Theological Seminary at Lancaster. Mr. 
Sayre for several years was not only coun- 
selor for one of the main departments of 
the Government, but was a close personal 
friend and adviser of the king. 

Every hour in Bangkok was filled with 
constantly changing scenes, like the swift 
transitions of a panorama. Yet, I shall re- 
tain distinct impressions of the Grand Ave- 
nue, lined with a gorgeous array of publie 
buildings, great mercantile houses and pri- 
vate mansions. Also of the many narrow, 
dirty intersecting streets, thronged with 
people of every imaginable color and cos- 
tume. And of the many small canals, with 
their muddy water, on which were huddled 
promiscuously thatch-covered boats, whose 
occupants moved about like wharf-rats. 
From autos we changed to motor boats for 
a trip on the picturesque Chao Phya 
Menam River. Then back again for a 
motor drive through the city, angling 
hither and thither; stopping at intervals 
and walking not too willingly through the 
blazing heat to see the most noteworthy 
temples. I doubt if we shall see in Japan 
or China, any Buddhist shrines more amaz- 
ingly ornate, of more peculiar arehitectu- 
ral design (yet in a way beautiful), than 
the three marvellous temples, which I ean- 
not describe, and on which I could simply 
look with baffling bewilderment. Only 
briefly can I mention them. The Porcelain 
Temple, The Temple of the Sleeping Bud- 
dha, and the Temple of the Emerald Bud- 
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dha, so named because the image of the 
god, 18 inches in length, is of pure emerald, 
exalted on a pedestal 40 feet high. The 
three temples are richly decorated both on 
the exterior and interior, with moldings, 
carvings and mosaics, inwrought with set- 
tings of marble, plaster, porcelain and 
semi-precious stones. All is so glitteringly 
dazzling that there is no need of the tropi- 
cal sun to heighten its brilliancy. Nor 
can one ever forget the multitude of Bud- 
dhas covering the exterior and filling every 
available space within where room ean be 
found for the god to stand or sit. So 
numerous are they that it would have kept 
me in Bangkok a week to count them. A 
lifetime would be too short to describe the 
Buddhas in the 16,000 (plus) temples in 
Siam, where 130,000 priests preside and in- 
struct the millions of followers, more than 
90% of whom are illiterate. If the imges of 
Buddha will have any argumentative effect 
on me, what will become of me after my 
touring of China and Japan? It is said that 
Buddhism in Siam is more fully retained 


Religious 


More Liberty for Protestants in Rumania 


Rumania has passed through a quiet po- 
litical revolution which may have a whole- 
some effect on the religious situation in 
that country. Ever since the war there 
has been bitter strife between the ruling 
powers in Bucharest and the Hungarian 
Protestants in Transylvania, the rich pro- 
vince wrested from the Magyars, who have 
systematically complained of persecution 
at the hands of their former subjects. Now 
the peasant party in Transylvania, under 
the leadership of Dr. Manice, the new 
Premier, has routed the corrupt bureau- 
eracy of the eapital, largely through the 
help of the Magyar minority, and a new 
era has begun, promising well towards a 
settlement of existing grievances, 

“‘Reformed’’ Politics in Switzerland 

‘*Gidgenoffifcher*Verein fur reformierte 
Politif’’? (Swiss Society for Reformed Poli- 
ties) is the name of a recently formed or- 
ganization at Zurich with the object of in- 
jecting Reformed Church principles into 
the political life of the voters. At first 
no separate ticket is to be nominated, but 
candidates of other parties who answer to 
the demands of this new party are to be 
recommended to the voters. (The Churches 
in Europe do not seem to be afraid to be 
‘¢in polities.’’) 

Protestantism in Italy 

Among the 35 million Catholic inhabi- 
tants of Italy, there are about 150.000 Pro- 
testants. Their number is growing. In 
1848, only a few thousand Waldensians 
were Protestants, in 1861 their number had 
inereased to 32,684, in 1871 to 51,651 and 
in 1911 to 123,273. But their influence is 
much greater than their number would in- 
dieate. What will happen to them now 
after the peace-pact of the two despots— 
Mussolini and the pope—remains to be 
seen. An important article in that pact 
provides for the introduction of ‘canon 
law’? (i. e., papal law) throughout Italy. 


‘*Schools With the Bible’’ in Holland 


The ‘Unie voor de School met den 
Bybel’’? (Union of Schools with the Bible), 
in Holland observed recently its 50th an- 
niversary. In 1878 the liberal govern- 
ment of Holland passed a law suppressing 
private Christian schools. Under the lead- 
ership of the famous Dr. Kuyper (later 
Prime Minister) a petition signed by 400,- 
000 parents protested against this law and 
today the schools in which Biblical instruc- 
tion is given are a great power In Holland, 


What Germany Understands by ‘‘Inner 
Missions”’ : 
In an address by Dr, Johannes Steinweg, 


in its original purity than anywhere else, 
whatever of praise may be in the state- 
ment, * * * * We saw soldiers in Bangkok, 
plenty of them, some 3,000 on dress parade, 
Every able-bodied man serves for a stated 
time in the army, I could not learn how 
many soldiers are in the regular army. The 
navy has 5,000 active and 20,000 reserve 
men. The official estimate of the popula- 
tion in 1926 was nearly 10,000,000. * * * * 
The former king showed much interest in 
the Boy Scout movement. Today there are 
enrolled between 15,000 and 20,000. Girl 
Scouts have been similarly encouraged, due 
largely to the active interest shown in 
their behalf by the former Queen. * * * * 
As I wanted to obtain a specimen of a 
distinctive Bangkok produet, I inquired 
about the Bangkok hats, only to learn 
there is no such thing. (Like the English 
Walnuts grown in Madeira Islands.) * * * 
One of the main features impressed on 
many of the cruise members is the type of 
hotels at which we stop and the quality of 
meals provided. Yesterday was an high 
day in that respect. Recently a former 


royal palace was converted into a hotel 


for the accommodation of a rapidly in- 
creasing foreign patronage. It is a build- 


ing of spacious proportions and royal splen- 


dor. In a large mat placed at the entrance, 
are woven in conspicuous red letter:— 


Phya Thai Palace Hotel; suggestive of a 
college fraternity house. We had a luneh- 
eon in keeping with the Palace Hotel. At 
the close of the day one of the tourists 
gave me as his all engrossing impression of 
Bangkok: ‘‘That was the best meal we 
have had ashore in all our travels.’’ One 
learns much from the observations of 
others. A very strenuous day we spent 
seeing Bangkok from 5.30 A. M. to 9 P. M., 
when we scaled the ship’s stairway to the 
dining saloon hungry. Many complained 
of weariness. Some of the aged folks, and 
some of younger years, who are tender- 
footed, will need the three days rest as 
we sail 1,430 miles to Manila, where, from 
the mileage standpoint, we shall reach the 
halfway mark on our round the world voy- 
age. 


News from Continental Europe 


BY PROFESSOR PHILIP VOLLMER, PH. D., D. D. 


FAITH 


Dear Faith! take thou my hand, 

So that this World appears 

As Bethel everywhere; 

And I see God in bush 

And flower, in sea and sky. 

Then lead through corridors 

Of pages in the Word, 

That at each step I find 

Some glimpse of my dear Lord. 

Still more, in daily course 

Of my land’s history, 

And, again in my own, 

May I anew find God, 

Seen in His Providence. 

But, Faith, if thou would’st grant 

The sweetest boon of all, 

Show me a present God 

When I bow low in prayer. 
Thus, blessed Faith, make life 
With my Lord’s Presence rife. 


—William Olney. 


of Berlin, a representative of the German 
Evangelical Church Federation, made at 
the Sixth Quadrennial Meeting of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, said: ‘The work 
of the Inner Mission, as we understand it in 
Germany, and as it is understood in some 
other countries of Europe, combines two 
great departments of Church life: (1) evan- 
gelization, including apologetics; (2) so- 
cial work as it is done in this country in 
hospitals, homes for aged, for children, for 
destitute, goodwill industry, charity work 
and case work in the Church parishes. In 


MAKING ROOM 


I firmly believe that the moment 
our hearts are emptied of pride and 
selfishness and ambition and self- 
seeking and everything that is con- 
trary to God’s law, the Holy Ghost 
will come and fill every corner of 
our hearts; but if we are full of 
pride and conceit and ambition and 
self-seeking and pleasure and the 
world, there is no room for the Spirit 
of God; and I believe many a man 
is praying to God to fill him when he 
is full already with something else. 


—D. L. Moody. 


the German Inner Mission there are more 
than 12,000 institutions, among them about 
3,800 homes for people who need bodily 
help, hospitals, asylums for crippled, epi- 
leptic, blind, deaf; recreation homes for 
grown-ups, juveniles, and children, in which 
daily 200,000 people are taken care of; 
more than 3,000 kindergartens and day 
nurseries which take care of about 200,000 
children; 4,000 parish deaconess stations in 
which 6,000 deaconesses every day look 
after sick and poor, old and young people, 
and besides institutions of all kinds of 
missionary work for homeless, traveling, 
sailing, emigrating people. 

By all this work of social service the In- 
ner Mission wants to emphasize the fact 
that helping and healing, after the Word 
and model of Christ, is a necessary part of 
Church life, something holy and godlike— 
whether it be spiritual or physical, social 
or economic aid, whether it be the cup of 
cold water handed to the thirsty or the 
Spiritual care which is given to him who 
has gone astray or is perplexed about the 
problems of life. All aid has in itself its 
own sanctified value and purpose and needs 
no justification by any other purpose.’’ 


News In Brief 


King Alfonso has signed a decree pre- 
sented by the Minister of Labor establish- 
ing maternity insurance throughout Spain. 
(Let America do likewise.) 

The presbytery of the Reformed Church, 
of Lausanne, Switzerland, has placed a 
“*Memorial Stone’’ on a wall in the Cath- 
edral where the World Conference of 
Faith and Order was held in 1927. 


In the Pieterkerk at Leiden in Holland 
a memorial tablet was recently dedicated 
in honor of John Robinson, who lies buried 
there. He came 1608 with his little perse- 
cuted congregation from England to Ams- 
terdam, in 1610 they settled at Leiden and 
in 1620 he sent these ‘‘Pilgrim Fathers’? 
to Plymouth Rock, Mass. 


Prof. Albert Einstein, Osear Wasser- 
mann, Dr. Lee Baeck and other prominent 
German Jews have accepted membership 
on a committee to organize a Jewish asso- 
ciation for world peace. A meeting for 
organization was held recently at which 
150 Jewish leaders were present. Prof. 
Hinstein, addressing the meeting, declared 
that the Jewish religion is the oldest in- 
stitution advocating the spirit of peace 
and brotherhood. 

Recently the French Reformed Church at 
Frankfurt on the Main observed its 375th 
anniversary. Forty-one ministers served 
this congregation since 1554, 
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MEETINGS OF CLASSES IN MAY 

May 1 SOUTH DAKOTA, Delmont, S. 
D. (Bethanian), Rev. Peter Schild. 

May 2 MISSOURI, Deepwater, Mo. (He- 


bron), Rev. John B. Bauer. 

May 6 EAST PENNSYLVANIA, Ban- 
gor, Pa. (St. John’s), Rey. E, W. Lentz, 
D. D 


GOSHENHOPPEN, Pottstown, Pa. 
(Zion), Rev. Howard Kosman. 

NORTH OHIO, Fostoria, O. (First), Rev. 
EK. D. Fager. NORTHWEST OHIO, New 
Bavaria, O. (Emanuel’s), Rev. A. C. Fisch- 
er. SOUTHWEST OHIO, Dayton, O. 
(David’s), Rev. James W. Bright. NORTH 
CAROLINA, Lexington, N. C. (Furst), 
Rev. J. C. Leonard, D. D. 

May 7 CHICAGO, Waukegan, Ill. (St. 
John’s), Rev. R. H. Klingaman. KEN- 
TUCKY, Louisville, Ky. (Milton Avenue), 
Rey. B. E. Lienkaemper. 

May 8 EUREKA, Ashley, N. D. (Re- 
formed), Rev. F. W. Herzog. KANSAS, 
Fairview, Kan. (First), Rev. Mareus L. 
Bach. 

May 12 ZION, Glen Rock, Pa. (Trinity), 
Rev. S. M. Reeder. WYOMING, Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa. (First), Rev. Homer 8. May, 510 
S. Franklin St. 

May 13 LEBANON, Avon, Pa. (Grace), 
Rev. Warren C. Hess. PHILADELPHIA. 
Phoenixville, Pa. (St. John’s), Rev. A. A. 


Hartman. LANCASTER, Ephrata, Pa. 
(Bethany), Rev. George T. Fitz. WEST 


SUSQUEHANNA, Williamsport, Pa. (St. 
John’s), Rev. W. C. Rittenhouse. TOHICK- 
ON, Lansdale, Pa. (St. John’s), Rev. A. N. 
Sayres. LEHIGH, Egypt, Pa. Rev. T. 
Royce Brendle. READING, Reading, Pa. 
(Grace-Alsace), Rev. Jesse M. Mengle, 
1056 N. 5th St. EAST OHIO, Alliance, O. 
(Immanuel), Rev. Otto J. Zechiel. WEST- 
MORELAND, Scottdale, Pa. (Trinity), 
Rev. A. S. Lenhart. CLARION, St. Peters- 
burg, Pa. (St. Peter’s), Rev. Wm. F. Gin- 
der. SOMERSET, Cumberland, Md. (St. 
Mark’s), Rev. H. P. Skyles. ALLB- 
GHENY. New Kensington, Pa., Rev. R. V. 
Hartman, MARYLAND, Frederick, Md. 
(Grace), Rev. C. W. Walek. MERCERS- 
BURG, Greeneastle, Pa, (Trinity), Rev. G. 
E. Plott. GETTYSBURG, Hanover, Pa. 
(Trinity), Rev. M. J. Roth, D. D. CAR- 
LISLE, Marysville, Pa. (Trinity), Rev. 
Charles R. Hartman. JUNIATA, Saxton, 
Pa. (Trinity), Rev. R. C. Gobrecht. BAL- 
TIMORE-WASHINGTON, Washington, D. 
C. (Grace), Rev. H. H. Ranck, D. D., 1405 
15th St. 

May 14 SCHUYLKILL, Schuylkill 
Haven, Pa. (St. John’s), Rev. Elmer S8. 
Noll, D. D. CENTRAL OHIO, Marion, O., 
(First), Rev. H. Weckmueller. NORTH- 
EAST OHIO, Cleveland, O. (Hough Ave.), 
Rev. A. V. Vondersmith, 1850 E. 81st St. 
WEST OHIO, Spencerville, O. (St. John’s), 
Rev. C. A. Yost. FORT WAYNE, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. (Grace), Rev. R. 8. Beaver, 
233 N. Cornell Circle. 

May 16 VIRGINIA, Winchester, Va. 
(Centenary), Rev. 8. L. Flickinger, Ph.D. 
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THE 23rd TRIENNIAL SESSIONS | 

OF THE GENERAL SYNOD _ | 

OF THE REFORMED 

| CHURCH IN THE | 
| UNITED STATES 


Will open May 22, 1929, at 10 A. M., 
with the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper, in the First Reformed 
‘Church, E. 10th St., at Oakland Ave., 
Indianapolis, Ind., the Rev. Carl G. 
J. Russom, pastor-loci. 

The Stated Clerks of the several 
Classes who have not already done 
so are hereby requested to send in 
the OFFICIAL ROLL of ministers 
and the CREDENTIALS OF THEIR 
DELEGATES without delay. 

If any PRIMARIUS DELEGATE 
minister or elder finds himself un- 
able to come to General Synod he is 
kindly REQUESTED to notify Gen- 
eral Synod’s Stated Clerk at once 
and, if possible, give the name of 


the DELEGATE SECUNDUS who 
will be present in his stead. 
ALL CLASSICAL ABSTRACTS 


listing the action taken on the items 
referred to the Classes by the Gen- 
eral Synod of 1926 should be in the 
hands of the Stated Clerk of General 
Synod not later than April 30, 1929. 

Attention is also called to the ae- 
tion of General Synod requiring the 
STATED CLERK OF EACH DIS- 
TRICT SYNOD to furnish General 
Synod’s Stated Clerk with a com- 
plete list of such items as should ap- 
pear in the report of each respective 
Synod; this report to be read and 
known as the said DISTRICT SYN- 
OD’S report to General Synod. 

3y specific action taken in 1926 
all OVERTURES presented to Gen- 
eral Synod are TO BE TYPEWRIT- 
TEN and in proper form. 


By order of the General Synod, 
—J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk. 
Philadelphia, Pa., April 20, 1929. 


MOTHER AND DAUGHTER WEEK 


The dates agreed upon this year for 
Mother and Daughter Week are May 12 
to 19. Very fine program materials have 
been prepared. The theme for the week 
is to be, ‘‘The Quest of Life.’’ The fol- 
lowing materials can be ordered from The 
Young People’s Department, 413 Schaff 
Building, Philadelphia. 

A GENERAL DESCRIPTIVE LEAF- 
LET.—This is a general leaflet describing 
all the plans and telling about the other 
materials and the way in which they may 


THE REV. G. A. DREIBELBIES 

The Rev. George A. Dreibelbies, a re- 
tired minister of our Church, Wesleyville, 
dueted on Monday, April 22, at his late 
a suburb of Erie, Pa., died on Thursday 
night, April 18. Funeral services were con- 
home, by Rev. J. H. Poetter, Marshallville, 
Ohio. Fuller account later. 


THE RUFUS W. AND KATHE- 
RINE McCAULEY MILLER 
MEMORIAL FUND PRIZE 
ESSAY CONTEST 


Subject: ‘‘How Can a Local Church 
Help in Developing a Christian 
Family Life?’’ 

Length: Not over 3,000 words. 


Time: All essays must be received 
by Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Publication 
and Sunday School Board, by 
Children’s Day, June 9, 1929. 


Eligible: Any minister or member 
of the Reformed Church in the 
United States. 

Instructions: (1) Sign essay with an 
assumed name, giving correct 
name and address on a separate 
sheet, 

(2) Use one side of the paper 
only. 

(3) Manuscripts, as far as pos- 
sible, should be typewritten. 
(4) Writers are asked to remem- 
ber that plans which have actu- 
ally proved fruitful are of more 
value than theories which have 
not been tried. . 


Prizes: First Prize—$100. 
Second Prize—$50. 
be used. The low price will provide for 


wide distribution, Includes new and unique 
plans for the banquet. 6 pages—Price, 
1’2c each, $1.25 per hundred. — 

A MOTHER AND DAUGHTER WOR- 
SHIP PROGRAM FOR MOTHER’S DAY 
This can be used in any Mother’s Day ob- 
servance. Every person participating 
should have a copy. 4 pages—Price, 1c 
each, or 75c per hundred. 

MOTHER AND DAUGHTER SONGS— 
To be used at the banquet or other similar 
social occasions. Every ‘‘banqueteer’’ 
can be supplied at such a low cost. 4 pages 
Price, 1c each, or 75c per hundred. 

AFTER MOTHER AND DAUGHTER 
WEEK—WHAT?—This pamphlet deals 
with the heart of the matter. It has sug- 
gestions for an all-year program for 
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Mother and Daughter activities, discussion 
groups, etc. Quite necessary if there is 
to be the right ‘‘follow-up.’’ 6 pages— 
Price, 1!.c each, or $1.25 per hundred. 

Sample set, 10c postpaid. 

Salem Chureh, Campbelltown, Pa., Rev. 
Carl W. Isenberg, pastor, received by con- 
firmation, 3; by letter, 2. z 

Faith Church, Salisburg, N. C., Rev. J. 
D. Andrew, pastor, added 15 by confirma- 
tion on April 14. 

The Weatherly, Pa., Charge, Rev. C. T. 
Moyer, pastor, added 138 by confirmation 
and 3 by letter. 

St. Luke’s Church, Trappe, Pa., Rev. 
A. C. Ohl, pastor, added by confirmation, 
6; letter, 5; re-profession, 3. Offering: cur- 
rent expense, $500; Apportionment, $250, 

The Carroll Mad., 


Charge, Westminster, 


Rev. Charles B. Rebert, pastor, added by 
confirmation, 9. Offering: Apportionment, 
$150. 


The Boonsboro, Md., Charge, Rev. Rob- 
ert L. Bair, pastor, added by letter, 5; re- 
profession, 1. Offering, current expenses, 
$40; Apportionment, $114. 

The Millersburg, Pa., Charge, Rev. C. A. 
Huyette, pastor, added by confirmation, 24; 
letter, 3. Apportionment paid in full. 
Special services marked the Lenten season. 

Salem-Zion Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. A. 
W. Klinger, pastor, added by confirmation, 
4; letter, 2; re-profession, 3. Offering: 
current expenses, $281; other benevolences, 
$101. 

Zion Chureh, Lehighton, Pa., Rev. Paul 
Reid Pontius, pastor, added by confirma- 
tion, 41; letter, 8; re-profession, 20. Offer- 
ing: current expenses, $675.10; Apportion- 
ment, $240.30; special, $1,596.68. 

The Numidia Charge, Catawissa, Pa., 
Rev. A. Levan Zechman, pastor, added by 
confirmation, 24; letter, 1; re-profession, 4. 
Offering, current expenses, $113; Appor- 
tionment, $225, 

The Schwenksville, Pa., Charge, Rev. D. 
K. Laudenslager, pastor, added by confir- 
mation, 7; letter, 8. Heidelberg Church 
uses the Duplex system. St. James offer- 
ing, Apportionment, almost $100; $400 for 
Sustentation Fund; and $150 for Young 
People’s work. 

Rev. H. C. Kellermeyer has accepted a 
call from the Concord Charge, Concord, N. 
CG. He began work in his new field of 
labor on April 15. During his pastorate 
in Lincolnton, N. C., the membership of 
the Chureh increased over 35% while the 
S. S. enrollment increased nearly 70%. 

Rey. H. K. Hartmann, of Colby, Wiscon- 
sin, and family will sail May 23 from New 
York to Germany and intend to be back 
in Colby by Aug. 31. Letters for him which 
should arrive in Colby after May 19, 
should be addressed to Boechingen, Bayri- 
sche Rheinpfalz, Germany, care of Herrn 
Pfarrer J. Hartmann. 

In Salem Church, Campbelltown, Pa., 
Rev. Carl W. Isenberg, pastor, the young 
people very ably presented a pagent, 
“The Dawning,” to a capacity filled audi- 
torium on two successive Sunday even- 
ings, April 5 and 14. Numerous requests 
were made for its second rendition to 
accommodate those who could not gain 
admittance for the first presentation. 

The Rev. Dr. Charles E. Jefferson, for 
31 years pastor of the Broadway Taber- 
nacle, New York, has announced his resig- 
nation to take effect Aug., 1930, when he 
reaches the age of 70. His has been a 
most remarkable ministry, undoubtedly one 
of the most notable in American Church 
history, and the influence of Dr. Jefferson, 
as well as his physical and mental vigor, 
continue unabated. 


A lady in Jeannette, Pa., writes: ‘‘A 
chance copy of ‘The Messenger’ brought 
to me the fine exposition of the Sunday 
School Lesson by Professor Herman, and, 


REFORMED 


CH UGH 


although not a member of your denomina- 
tion, I wish to avail myself of this valu 
able help.’’? Will somebody tell us where a 
better exposition either of the 8S. 8. Lesson 
or the C. E. Topie can be found than in this 
paper? 

First Church, WilkesBarre, Pa., Rev. 
Homer Skyles May, pastor, added by con- 
firmation, 28; letter, 18; re-profession, 14. 
530 communed, Offering: current expense, 
$223; Apportionment, including — self-de- 
nian, $636; parsonage fund, $56. <A recep- 
tion for the new members was held on 
Thursday evening, April 4. Wyoming 
Classis will convene in First Church on 
May 12 at 7.30. 

President George W. Richards, of the 
Theological Seminary, has been elected 
chairman of the important Special Com- 
mittee on Funetion and Structure, which is 
to consider the entire matter of the possi- 
bility of a fresh advance in Christian 
Unity, with instruction to report each year 
to the Executive Committee of the Federal 
Council, and to make a final report at the 
next quadrennial meeting of the Council 
in 1932. 

The Lenten and Communion services in 
the Annville, Pa., Charge, Rev. K. Otis 
Spessard, pastor, were well attended and 
17 members were added. The offering 
amounted to over $1,000, and $1,000 has 
been paid on the S. 8. Chapel debt since 
Feb. 1. One-third of the present member- 
ship of Christ Church was added during 
the last seven years, 

Rev. Geo. W. Lutz, of Slatington, Pa., 
underwent an operation for chronic appen- 
dicitis at the Allentown Hospital. He has 
sufficiently recovered, we are glad to say, 
to be able to deny strenuously the false re- 
port of his death, which was somehow cir- 
culated. On a sleepless night he even was 
able to prepare two good sermons, which 
he wants to preach as soon as the hospital 
authorities permit. 

In the Zoar Church, Buffalo, N. Y., Rev. 
F. W. Engelman, pastor, regular mid-week 
services were held during Lent. Com- 
munion services were conducted on Good 
Friday in German and on Easter Sunday 
in English. 239 communed. On Palm 
Sunday 7 were confirmed and on Easter 
9 were received by re-profession. Offer- 
ings, $427.42, of which amount $270.43 
came through special offering. 


In the Bear Creek Charge, N. C., Rev. 
C. W. Warlick, pastor, Lenten services 
were held Wednesdays and were unusual- 
ly well attended. Communion was ob- 
served Easter Day. Two members, Jen- 
nings Moose and Henry Foil, being in 
Philadelphia, communed with the mem- 
bers of Christ Church. Holy Communion 
at Bethel Church was observed on Palm 
Sunday. Additions, confirmation, 11, and 
by certificate, 2. 

The choir of St. Paul’s Church, Buffalo, 
N. Y., Rev. John M. Peck, pastor, rendered 
Stainer’s ‘‘Crucifixion’? on Good Friday 
night. Services were held each evening 


of Holy Week, with Holy Communion 
Thursday and Friday evenings. 27 were 


confirmed, 11 were received by renewal of 
profession, and 2 by letter, making a total 
of 59 new members received during the 
year. Rev. Mr. Peck was called to his 
heme at Mt. Pleasant, N. C., on Mar. 14, 
on account of the death of his father. 

The many friends of Dr. Charles E, Bron- 
son, who faithfully served as President of 
the Philadelphia School for Christian 
Workers of the Presbyterian and Reform- 
ed Churches, will be grieved to learn that 
he died at his home in Swarthmore, Pa., 
on Tuesday, April 16th, after an illness of 
11 months. The funeral service was held 
from the School on Thursday afternoon, 
April 18, in charge of Dr. John E. Tuttle, 
a college mate of Dr. Bronson, who was as- 
sisted by Dr. Edward Yates Hill and Dr. 
Matthew J. Hyndman. Dr. Bronson is sur- 
vived by his wife and three children, 
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Raise Money Wisely 


If your church needs money to 
finance a new edifice, a Sunday School 
unit, improvements, a debt,—or a 
dedication. 


SEEK COMPETENT COUNSEL 


Do your church leaders know that this 
Department offers more satisfactory 
campaign leadership at less expense? 


Our Motto: 
“Churchly Campaigns for Churches’’ 
Send for List of 225 Churches Aided 


Tell us your needs and problems 


Department of Building Fund 
Campaigns 
Albert F. McGarrah, D. D., Director 


921 Witherspoon Building, Phila., Pa. 
(Mention the Reformed Church Messenger) 


““The First Easter.’’ Additions, 5 by con- 
firmation, 1 by letter and 4 by infant bap- 


tism. Offering for 
Week 


assisted 


Apportionment, $200. 
Passion were held. The 
pastor in the community 38-hour 
service on Good Friday, preaching 3 times. 


services 


Union Lenten and Holy Week services 
were held in the Jefferson, Md., Charge, 
Rey. Atvill Conner, pastor. At Jefferson, 
on Palm Sunday, 6 children were baptized. 
On Easter Day 2 were received by confir- 
mation and a large percentage of the mem- 
bership communed. Offerings most liberal 
during present pastorate. A congregational 
meeting was held Easter Monday. The re- 
ports all showed balances in the treasury. 
At Feagaville, on Easter Day, 1 was re- 
ceived by confirmation, and 1 by re-profes- 
sion. Offerings were liberal. Holy Com- 
munion was observed, 


CHURCH — FURNISHINGS 


Bring People 
to Church" 


Write today for catalog and special proposi- 
tion—new low prices and liberal terms. 
THE JOHN B. MORRIS FOUNDRY CO., 
jetors The Cincinnati Bell Foundry 
Proprietors © stablished 1832 
CinciInnatl, Ohlo 


Dept. 66 


TOWER CHIMES PLAYED FROM 
ELECTRIC KEYBOARD AT ORGAN 
CHURCH BELLS — PEALS 
McShane Bell Foundry Co. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


M. P. MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 
Endorsed by the most eminent organists. 
Lead all makes for chureh, school and audi- 
torium use. Every organ a special creation 
for a particular.use and guaranteed the high- 
est grade. Booklets and_ specifications on 
request. 

M. P. MOLLER 
Factory and General Offices 
Hagerstown, Maryland 


Special References: Organs 


in over three 
hundred Reformed Churches. 


MENEELY BELL Co. 
TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


BELLS 


, MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 


Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P. BERGER e 


Lebanon, Pa. 
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Baltimore-Washington Classis, Potomac 
Synod, will meet on Monday, May 13, 8 P. 
M., at Grace Church, Washington, D. C., 
Rey. H. H. Ranck, pastor. Anyone having 
business with this Classis and expecting to 
attend its meetings should inform the pas- 
tor in order that provision for the enter- 
tainment can be made. Pastors will mail 
all reports 2 weeks before the above date 
to the Stated Clerk, Rev. John G. Grimmer, 
2803 Brighton St., Baltimore, Md. 

The Missionary Society of Ursinus 
Church, Rockwell, N. C., Rev. H. A. M. 
Holshouser, pastor, expresses appreciation 
for the address of Miss Messimer on April 
9. On April 14, 3 P. M., the Catawba Col- 
lege quartette worshiped with the congre- 
gation and sang special numbers. Rev. Mr. 
and Mrs. Shuford Peeler and Miss Good- 
kroutz, the  instructress, accompanied 
Misses Elizabeth Kieffer, Myrtle Corrier, 
Emily Webb and Florence Wehn. 

The Ministerial Association of Harris- 
burg and Vicinity has been conducting a 
series of morning devotional services 
from 8 to 8.15 each week-day over station 
WHP. The series was inaugurated on the 
morning of Inauguration Day, March 4, 
when Rev. David Dunn, of St. John’s 
Church, the secretary of the Radio Com- 
mittee, was in charge. To date the fol- 
lowing Reformed pastors have taken their 
turns: Revs. F, W. Teske, J. H. Dorman, S. 
Charles Hoover, and F. M. E. Grove. The 
widespread appreciation of these early ser- 
vices throughout Lent impelled the Min- 
isterium cnd the Pennsylvania Broad- 
casting Company to continue them in- 
definitely. 

Mrs. Edward F. Evemeyer sailed from 
Los Angeles on the good ship ‘‘ Ecuador’’ 
on April 13 via the Panama Canal en route 
to Hickory, N. C., to be in attendance at 
the sessions of the W. M. S. of General 
Synod, where she is to be one of the pro- 
gram speakers, She eagerly anticipates 
several important port calls in the mean- 
time. The Evemeyers were tendered a 
great ‘‘good-will banquet’’ by the con- 
sistorymen and wives of First Church on 
the eve of the departure of Mrs. Evemeyer. 


At a meeting of the Joint Consistory of 
the Middleburg Charge, West Susquehanna, 
held at Middleburg, Pa., on April 13, the 
pastor, Rev. W. E. Reifsnyder, presented 
his resignation to become effective June 1. 
The following committee of supply was 
appointed: Chairman, A. 8S. Wagenseller, 
Middleburg, Pa.; Kenneth Boyer, Selins- 
grove, R. 2; and Roy Boruse, Winfield, R. 
2. Any pastor desiring a rural charge and 
further information concerning this one, 
should write to Mr. A. S. Wagenseller, Mid- 
dleburg, Pa., or the present pastor until 
June 1. 

A very pretty wedding took place at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. John Andreas, 
77 Thomas Ave., Kingston, Pa., when Mr. 
Clarence Hontz, of Kingston, was married 
to Miss Cleo L. Hess, of Nescopeck. The 
bride was attended by Miss Maud Hess, 
her sister. Mr. Harold Smith was the best 
man, Miss Cora Frank played appropriate 
music. The bridal party stood in front of 
a huge spray of calla lillies, headed by a 
white dove and arched by evergreen and 
festoons. The ceremony was performed by 
Rev. E. W. Stonebraker. After the dinner 
Mr. and Mrs. Hontz left for New York, 
Philadelphia and Atlantie City. They will 
be at home the latter part of April. 

The work on the Salem-Zion Chapel, 
Phila., Pa., Rev. A. W. Klingner, pastor, 
has grown normally and gives every reason 
for the members to be thankful for many 
blessings. After 6 months’ of activities 
a Weekday School of Religious Education 
meets every Thursday at 4 P. M. The en- 
rollment is 162, and average attendance, 
95. The S. S. numbers 102, mostly including 
children under the age of 13 years. A 
Bible Class for adults is well attended. The 
Vesper services continue, and evening ser- 
viees will be resumed on May 5. A Men’s 
Club has-been formed and numbers 38 


members. A Boys’ Club of 25 meets on 
Saturdays. The Women’s Service League 
is the active women’s organization and a 
Girls’ Club represents the girls’ activities. 

Trinity Church, Phila., the Rev. Purd E, 
Deitz, pastor, has outgrown its commodious 
edifice and plans to enlarge and beautify 
its Chureh plant at Broad and Venango 
Sts., at a cost of $150,000. The 4th anni- 
versary of the service of its popular young 
pastor was fittingly celebrated April 21, 
when over $140,000 of this needed amount 
was speedily subscribed, leaving less than 
$10,000 to secure by Wednesday, when the 
drive ended. That is emphatically the way 
to do it. Elder Harry E. Paisley is Chair- 
man of the Finance Committee. Our felici- 
tations to pastor and people of this flourish- 
ing congregation, now numbering 1,500, 
with a Church School even larger. 

In Salem Church, Frostburg, Md., Rev. J. 
W. Keener, pastor, Lenten services on 
Wednesday evenings and Sundays were 
well attended. Palm Sunday attendance 
was splendid with 5 confirmations and 4 
re-professions; 2 were confirmed in Octo- 
ber. Palms were distributed to the elass 
and congregation. Holy Week services 
were held every evening and Good Friday 
afternoon. Preparatory service was un- 
usually well attended. Easter Day began 
with a 6 o’elock Early Dawn service in 
charge of the C. E. Society. Holy Com- 
munion was served at both services. $180 
of Easter offering of $275 was for Appor- 
tionment. Splendid musical programs were 
rendered by the choir, 

At Marion, Pa., 351 members and 
friends communed in the 2 Churches, with 
the largest attendance of the pastorate at 
the Grindstone Hill Church, Rey. J. C. 
Sanders, pastor. 32 members were received 
during the year, 14 at Marion and 18 at 


the other Church. Holy Week services 
were well attended. Inspiring special 
music and worshipful spirit at both 


Churches. Apportionment paid in full at 
Marion and a good percentage at Grind- 
stone Hill. Less than $500 of the $7,000 
improvement program at the latter Church 
is unpaid. This charge mourns the loss of 
Frank W. Miller, charter member of Hei- 
delberg Church, Marion, office-bearer and 
choir leader for many years, and interested 
in every good cause, He was in his 78th 
year. 

In Grace Church, Hazleton, Pa., Rev. 
William Toennes, pastor, 16 new members 
were received at the Haster Communion. 
The sum of $500 was sent to the Mission 
Boards and benevolent institutions. On 
Sunday, April 14, the 82nd anniversary 
was celebrated. The pastor loci preached 
in German at the morning service. The 
evening sermon was preached by Student 
Edward W. Ullrich, a nephew of Rev. Mr. 
Toennes. His sermon held the close at- 
tention of the large congregation and he 
received many compliments at the close 
of the service. The anniversary gifts 
amounted to $1,439. Additional contribu- 
tions are being received daily, and it is 
probable that the $1,500 mark will be 
reached. 

Zion Church, Baltimore, Md., Rev. Al- 
fred Grether, conducted a_ successful 
“‘Community Night’’ service. Hundreds 
of neat invitations had been previously dis- 
tributed and the result was gratifying. In 
the large audience were the leading officers 
and many members of the Arcadia Im- 
provement Association, also City Counceil- 
man Burgess and his wife. Selections were 
rendered by Miss Elizabeth Dennis and 
Mrs. Charles V. Simpson, soloists, and by 
the choir. Roy Rousch, the well-known 
attorney, was the speaker and delivered 
an eloquent message on ‘‘The Community 
Chureh.’’ The pastor on 2 recent Sunday 
evenings exchanged pulpits with Rev. F. 
Schmuck, of St. Paul’s Church, and Rev. 
Paul Schmidt, of the Huber Memorial 
Evangelical Church. 

One of our ministers in Western Penn- 
sylvania is kind enough to send the follow- 


NOTICE 
For Sale—Two Manuel Moller Pipe Organ, 
First Class Condition, Now in use,— 
Must be sold. A Real Bargain. Ad- 
dress—W. D. Pacy, 1032 Light Street, 
Baltimore, Md. 


ing Associated Press report, dated Myers- 
town, Pa., April 15: ‘‘The 75th anniver- 
sary of the laying of the corner-stone of 
the Reformed Church at this place was 
celebrated yesterday, the sermons being 
preached by the Rev. Paul Leinbach, who 
was pastor of the congregation at the 
time of the corner-stone laying, April 14, 
1854.’’ Our friend adds: ‘‘The clipping is 
from today’s issue of the ‘Johnstown 
Tribune.’ It will no doubt interest you. It 
makes you quite venerable, and consequent- 
ly makes me feel pretty old, too, for I was 
a student in college when you were study- 
ing theology.’’ The editor does not deny 
that there are times when he feels at least 
a century old, but this particular report is 
another good illustration of how frequently 
those who depend upon the daily news- 
papers are the victims of misinformation. 
In the Pine Grove, Pa., Charge, Rev. H. 
C, Correll, pastor, Palm Sunday and Easter 
will be days long to be remembered. The 
Charge, under the present pastorate, has 
made a great ‘‘come back.’? The member- 
ship since 1924 has not quite been doubled, 
both both Churches have been thoroughly 
reestablished. Accessions, Pine Grove, 8 
by confirmation; 4 by letter; Ravine, 6 by 
confirmation. Confirmation was held on 
Palm Sunday and both Churches were most 
beautifully decorated in keeping with the 
day. Holy Communion wah observed Eas- 
ter Day. An early dawn Communion ser- 
vice was held at St. Peter’s, Pine Grove. 
Special music was rendered by the choirs. 
During the week following Easter the con- 
gregations tendered a reception to the new 
members, and all have taken a renewed de- 
termination to render greater service and 
allegiance to the Master and His Kingdom. 
In Central Chureh, Dayton, O., Dr. Wal- 
ter W. Rowe, pastor, the Easter season eul- 
minated with the Communion at which 
time there was a large overflow audience. 
Total additions for the Classical year, 58. 
Offering on Easter Sunday, $1,701. The 
congregational meeting was held on April 
17. All the reports revealed the fact that 
all organizations were in a healthy econdi- 
tion. Following the congregational meet- 
ing there was a period of fellowship and 
social activity which was enjoyed very 
much. The Every Member Canvass is be- 
ing conducted at this time and responses 
are very favorable. The Classical year is 
being closed in fine condition with all obli- 
gations met and the prospects for next 
year are very encouraging for a good 
year’s work. The pastor will attend the 
meeting of General Synod as a delegate. 


Grace Church, Greencastle, Pa., Rev. G. 
E. Plott, pastor, united with the Presby- 
terian Church, Dr. 8. S. Hilscher, pastor, in 
appropriate Lenten services. During Holy 
Week Holy Communion was jointly ob- 
served, being conducted by the pastor and 
several elders from each Church. 12-3 P. 
M, service was held Good Friday in Grace 
Church, Revs. S. 8. Kilscher, Harris Hil- 
scher, G. E. Plott, Mr. Sparrow, Mr. Burk- 
holder and Mr. Ulrich took part in the ser- 
vice. Preparatory and confirmation ser- 
vices were held in Grace Church on Good 
Friday evening. Holy Communion was ob- 
served Easter Day at 2 morning services. 
At Trinity Church, State Line, union ser- 
viees were held with the other 2 Churches 
of the community each evening of the 
week preceding Palm Sunday. Prepara- 
tory and confirmation services were held 
on Friday evening, April 5. Holy Com- 
munion was observed on April 7. The 
Mercersburg Classis will meet in Trinity 
Church May 13. 

The Temple University Summer School 
of Religious Education, under the joint 
management of Temple University and 
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the Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association, is to be located at Dickinson 
Seminary, Williamsport, Pa., and will 
open its first session on July 3, and con- 
tinue until Aug. 13. The School is de- 
signed to meet the needs of S. S. teachers, 
publie school teachers, pastors, and others 
interested in a more intensive religious 
educational training than is afforded in 
leadership training schools which run for 
only 10 or 12 periods. Professor Paul M. 
Limbert, of Franklin and Marshall Col- 
lege, will be a member of the faculty. 
For application blanks and information 
concerning registration requirements, 
write the Registrar, Dr. George W. Well- 
burn, 1511 Arch St., Phila., Pa. For in- 
formation pertaining to courses, degrees, 
evaluation of credits, write to the Dean, 
Dr. Lewis Guy Rohrbaugh, Carlisle, Pa. 


In Christ’s Memorial Church, West 
Hazleton, Pa., Rev. E. Franklin Faust, 
pastor, Easter was a busy, but happy 
season. During Lent the pastors of 
the Hazleton district exchanged pulpits 
each Thursday evening for 5 weeks. Rey. 
J. Arthur Schaeffer, of Tamaqua, preached 
in Christ Church one evening. Holy Week 
services each evening. A special service 
of meditation Good Friday from 2 to 3 
o'clock. Preparatory service and recep- 
tion of adult members Good Friday P. M. 
A special Cross service featured this even- 
ing. The pastor was among the local min- 
isters who preached at the noon services 
conducted in the Episcopal Church dur- 
ing Passion Week. Communion was 
largely attended both at the dawn service 
and the regular morning service. The 
choir rendered very impressively the 
Easter cantata, “Our Risen Saviour,” at 
the evening service. 28 young folks and 
3 adults were confirmed and 2 were re- 
ceived by letter. Present membership, 
425. Offerings for benevolence, $265, 


In Grace Church, Shippensburg, Pa., Rev. 
H. D. Althouse, pastor, 7 of the 56 Reform- 
ed Church students of the Cumberland Val- 
ley S. T. C. had charge of the service on 
Feb. 17. Those who took part were Kath- 
ryn Snyder, Samuel Elhman, Kathryn Sny- 
der, Helen Kline, Marion Poorbaugh, Paul 
Faust and Elizabeth Henry. On the even- 
ing of Mar. 10 the Young People’s Society 
had charge of the service. The theme was 
‘“Stewardship’’ and there were 13 essays 
written on the subject. The local prize- 
winners, Jane Bye, Betty Coffey, Wilda 
Eshelman and Wilbur Allison, read their 
essays. Holy Week services were held. 
Easter Communion was celebrated with a 
large attendance. In the evening the 
junior choir sang the anthem, ‘‘In a Lillied 
Garden,’’ and the senior choir rendered the 
cantata, ‘‘Christ Lives,’’ to a large and 
appreciative audience. Accessions, 6 by 
confirmation; 3 adult baptisms; and 2 by 
letter. On Easter Monday the Beginners 
and Primary Depts. held an Easter party. 


On the second and fourth Sundays of 
each month the morning and evening ser- 
vices (11 and 7.30) of St. John’s Church, 
Harrisburg, Pa., Rev. David Dunn, pastor, 
are broadcast by station WPRC, Harris- 
burg. The Visiting Nurses’ Association 
holds their uptown clin‘e in the basemeut 
of the Church. The choirs of Trinity U. 
B. Church, Lebanon, and of St. John’s 
Church united for two services in Feb- 
ruary (at Harrisburg on the 17th and at 
Lebanon on the 24th). On Friday, April 
12, the two choirs, together with the of- 
ficial boards of the two Churches, held a 
reunion supper at the Reformed Church 
in Colonial Park, at which the pastors, 
Dr. Dougherty and Rev. Mr. Dunn, were 
the speakers. Mr. John Hunsicker and 
Mrs. George W. Giede are the directors 
of these two choirs, whose co-operation in 
recent months speaks well for the suc- 
cess of the United Church in America. 
The annual reception of new members 
was held at St. John’s April 17, with the 


Elders’ wives as the committee in charge. 
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Rev. E. Martin Grove, of the Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, was the guest speaker. 

Rey. D. W. Bicksler, pastor of St. James’ 
Charge, Littlestown, Pa., concluded the 
first 4 months of his present pastorate, with 
the Easter season, These first months have 
naturally been busy. Locating the people 
and getting acquainted with them, besides 
arranging a schedule for serving the 3 
Churches regularly was not an easy task, 
for there were many things to be consid- 
ered. By this time the pastor and people 
are working in a spirit of cooperation that 
bids fair for success. The Spring Com- 
munion at St. Mark’s on Mar. 17, St. 
Luke’s, Mar. 24, and St. James’, Mar. 31, 
were well attended. On account of road 
and weather conditions no catechetical 
work could be done during the winter, but 
will be done during the summer time, At 
St. Mark’s a class of 12 is now under in- 
struction and is making splendid progress. 
A class is being organized at St. Luke’s, 
and one will be organized in St. James’. 
The work in the charge, although not with- 
out some handicaps, is encouraging. 

In Karmel Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. W. 
G. Weiss, pastor, the Lenten services 
held every Wednesday and Friday evening 
were wonderfully attended. The public ex- 
amination of the 32 catechumens took 
place on the evening of Mar. 17, and they 
received the rite of confirmation on Palm 
Sunday morning, at which time the pastor 
spoke in both German and English. In 
the evening the annual reunion of all con- 
firmed in Karmel was held. Large percent- 
age of former catechumens present. On 
Good Friday morning a large number com- 
muned at the German service. In the even- 
ing the preparatory service was held in 
English. Holy Communion Easter morn- 
ing, 300 communing. 15 new members, to- 
gether with the 32 catechumens were re- 
ceived into the membership of the Church. 
At the evening service the Easter festival 
of Sunday Schools. Interesting program 
rendered, Church tastefully decorated. Too 
small to accommodate all who came. Many 
foreed to stand. The Church choir and 
the newly organized S. 8. choir rendered 
special music. Offering of $1,100 was for 
the building fund for the proposed Sunday 
School, 


In our Church in Hamilton, O., Rev. 
Ward Hartman, pastor, Haster services 


were well attended, 166 communed on 
Good Friday night and 52 on Kaster 
morning. 23 persons were received into 


the Church. An early Easter morning 
service was conducted by the young peo- 
ple. The vested choir rendered the can- 
tata, “The First Easter,” as the Easter 
evening program. During the Lenten 
season the pastor preached in the First 
U. B., Ninth Street U. B., Bethel, and 
Grace M. E. Churches, and also assisted 
in the 3-hour Union Service on Good Fri- 
day. On the evening of March 3 a spe- 
cial International Goodwill Service was 
held with a young man from Alsace-Lor- 
raine assisting. At the Inter-racial Good- 
will Service on March 10 two male quar- 
tets and a ladies’ quartet from the col- 
ored Baptist Church inspired the mem- 
bers with their singing. March 17 the 
G. M. G. had a very impressive initiation 
and installition service. A group of 
young people very impressively presented 
a pageant, “The Challenge of the Cross,” 
on the evening of March 24. A ladies’ 
society, The Loyal Guild, had charge of 
a very interesting Stewardship program 
on April 7. 


Zion Church, Nanticoke, Pa., Rev. Rob- 
ert W. Hucke, pastor, celebrated the 40th 
anniversary of the congregation, which 
was organized as a separate congregation 
April 10, 1889. Delightful services were 
held Tuesday evening with Dr. J. Rauch 
Stein as the guest preacher. Dr. Homer 
S. May brought greetings from Wyoming 
Classis and Rev. Mr. Conway brought 
greetings from the local Ministerial 
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Association. Mr. William James, noted 
baritone soloist, was engaged for the even- 
ing. On Wednesday evening, Dr. Theo- 
dere F. Herman was the guest speaker. 
Rev. H. L. Goughnour brought greetings 
from the local Ministerial Association, 
Mrs. Nellie Evans, noted soprano soloist, 
was engaged for the evening as well as 
the following evening. On Thursday even- 
ing, the Rev. Clement D. Kressley, of 
Allentown, was the guest speaker. Elder 
Emil Teske brought greetings from Wy- 
oming Classis and Rev. H. Taxdal brought 
greetings from the local Ministerial Asso- 
ciation. Besides the engaged soloists, the 
Junior and Senior Choirs of the Church 
rendered exceptionally fine anthems. The 
Church organist, Mrs. Robert Hucke, had 
special organ recitals previous to each 
service aS well as special offertories and 
postludes. All these services were ex- 
ceptionally inspiring and uplifting and 
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will long be remembered by the members 
of the Zion congregation. 

In St. Paul’s Reformed Church, Fort 
Washington, Pa., Rev. Ralph E. Holland, 
pastor, the annual congregation was held 
Easter Monday, and was conducted on 
a somewhat more elaborate basis than 
heretofore. A congregational dinner was 
served to all members of the congregation 
by the ladies. Immediately after dinner 
the congregation adjourned to the Church 
School auditorium, where the business 
was transacted. Among other items that 
were adopted was one that will put the 
Church School on the Departmental basis 
as encouraged by the Publication and 
S. S. Board. Before effecting this change 
it is planned to send a number of the 
workers from the School to Cedar Crest 
Training School this summer. Dr. Theo- 
dore F. Herman, of the Theological Sem- 
inary, was the speaker in the _ social 
hour which followed the business meet- 
ing. The Church music has been changed 
from the volunteer choir to a quartette, 


which made its initial appearance on 
April 7. 

In St. Paul’s Church, Greenville, O., 
Rev. Edgar V. Loucks, pastor, Passion 


Week services were held with an average 
attendance of 103. The pastor preached 
every night at the union Good Friday ser- 
vice also. Easter was opened with a 
union Sunrise Service on the Library 
lawn. At 10.30 A. M. 16 members were 
received, 2 of whom were catechumens. 
The sermon was based on Ender’s world- 
famous painting, “Holy Women at the 
Tomb,” and every adult and every child 
was given a large sized copy to study 
under the pastor’s guidance. Pew com- 
munion was given a trial at this service, 
with the result that at the congregational 
meeting on April 3 the yote was unani- 
mous in favor of that form. Easter was 
closed with a play presented in the even- 
ing. The Church was filled at both ser- 
vices. The annual Church meeting, be- 
ginning with a picnic supper, was a large- 
ly attended gathering, at which good busi- 
ness was done. The W. M.S. and the G. 
M. G. had 7 representatives at the an- 
nual conventions at Lima. The pastor 
also attended. 


Friedensburg, Pa., Charge, Rev. Eneas B. 
Messner, pastor, is rejoicing greatly in the 
facet that the Apportionment of the 4 con- 
gregations this year has been paid in full, 
an event which has not occurred for many 
years. Offerings for Bethany Home this 
year were also the most liberal in the his- 
tory of the Charge. 42 new members were 
added, making a total of 100 new members 
received by the present pastor. The at- 
tendance and offerings were far beyond ex- 
pestations; 94% of the members com- 
muned. This is very unusual for a rural 
charge. At Summer Hill the Ladies’ Aid 
Society presented new altar covers and 
had the pulpit chairs re-upholstered, which 
adds greatly to the appearance. At Fried- 
enburg the choir presented new altar cov- 
ers to the Church, and the Ladies’ Aid 
bought a new piano for the Chureh audi- 
torium, A special musical was recently 
rendered under the direction of Professor 
Keenan, St. John’s 8. 8., Friedensburg, 
has the distinction for the best attendance 
for the last year, in Schuylkill Classis. This 
charge was visited with much sickness 
and many deaths occurred, The pastor con- 
dueted 8 funerals in 18 days. The eantata, 
‘““The Resurrection Song,’’ under the direc- 
tion of Mrs. E. B. Messner and Miss Cora 
3rown, pianist, was well rendered to large 
audiences at Friedensburg and Brown’s, 
by the Friedensburg choir. Mother’s Day 
will be fittingly observed. Plans for Chil- 
dren’s Day have been started. At the 
joint consistory meeting Mr. Harry Wauser 
and Mr. William Freeman were elected 
delegates to Classis, and the pastor’s sal- 
ary was increased $200. The pastor ex- 


pects to attend the Summer School of The- 
ology at Laneaster. By a unanimous vote, 
the pastor was instructed to attend Synod; 
his expenses will be paid by the joint ¢on- 


sistory. 


On our cover page we are pleased to pie- 
ture the Broadcasters’? Class of Heidelberg 
S. S., York, Pa. The class has 74 mem- 
bers and meets in the social hall, having 
outgrown its assigned room. It holds 
monthly business meetings and an annual 
banquet. Besides a liberal Christmas offer- 
ing for the orphans, the class gives gener- 
ously for benevolence throughout the year. 
The officers are: Pres., H. F, Dellinger; V.- 
P., Irvin Yinger; Sec., Earl Stiles; Treas., 
Wilmer H. Stiles; Asst. Treas., Clyde Walt- 
ers. The pastor, Rev. Dr. W. Sherman 
IKXerschner, is the teacher of the class. 
When asked whether he thought the min- 
ister should have a regular 8. 8S. class, he 
replied: ‘‘There are conflicting opinions 
upon the advisability of tying up (or 
down) a pastor to a 8. S. class permanent- 
ly. I ean conceive of classes with a per- 
sonnel to which a minister should not de- 
vote himself. But I do say unhesitatingly 
that I know of no greater challenge, or de- 
light, that can come to a minister than to 
accept the responsibility for such a class 
as this! To me, this work is just as im- 
portant as is the catechization of our boys 
and girls, and that is placing it on a very 
high level, The class has always been a 
fertile field for recruiting the Church. In 
the few years I have had the class, its 
fruitage has been at least 40 Church mem- 
bers, counting the wives of some of the 
young men. Some of the boys are still 
un-Churehed or drifting, but every year 
finds a number of them stepping out for 
Christ and the Church. On Easter Day 8, 
counting several wives, were added to our 
membership.’’? Here is an inspiring testi- 
mony. Who would not appreciate the spirit- 
ual opportunities in teaching a class lke 
this? 


The dean of Columbia, Pa., clergymen, 
the Rev. Dr. J. H. Pannebecker, pastor 
of Trinity Church, has announced his re- 
tirement from the active ministry, effec- 
tive May 31. This comes after a long, 
faithful and eventful service to the 
Church, 55 years in the ministry, 45 years 
as pastor of Trinity Church, and a half 
century as treasurer of the Lancaster 
Classis, 
Pannebecker, Dr. Pannebecker will con- 
tinue his residence in Columbia. While 
he is the dean of the Columbia clergy- 
men, he is also one of the oldest min- 
isters of the gospel in the State. He 
was ordained in June, 1874, in the May- 
town Church. He assumed his first 
charge as pastor of our Church at Eliza- 
bethtown, where he remained 10 years, 
leaving there to accept a call to Colum- 
bia. He possesses a continuous service 
record unequaled by any other clergyman 
in Columbia. Vigorous in mind and body, 
still fluent and forceful as an orator and 
a preacher, and enjoying excellent health 
in his 81st year, Dr. Pannebecker is a re- 
markable man. He has always been deep- 
ly interested in Columbia, not only in 
spiritual matters, but in civic affairs and 
anything that might tend to the growth 
and development of the town. He was 
one of the organizers of the Columbia 
Civic League, and was the founder of the 
Columbia Hospital, an institution in 
which he has served continuously as a 
director. During the Old Home Week 
celebration in 1913, which commemorated 
the 125th anniversary of the founding of 
Columbia, Dr. Pannebecker was a member 
of the general committee, and chairman 
ot the committee which conducted the 
prize historical contest. He was one of 
the organizers of the Columbia Minister- 
ia] Association and served a number of 
terms as president and in other official 
capacities. One of his great hobbies is 
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the Knights of King Arthur, an organ- 
ization for boys within the Church, and 
many men of old Trinity attribute what- 
ever success they may have had in life 
to their membership in the round table 
organization. Parishioners and friends 
in Columbia will regret the retirement of 
Dr. Pannebecker from the active minis- 
try, but rejoice that he will continue his 
residence in Columbia, where he enjoys 
the confidence and esteem of everybody, 
young and old, and where he may con- 
tinue to do effectual work for the welfare 
of Columbia spiritually, socially, and in- 
dustrially. 


In First Church, Schuylkill Haven, Pa., 
Rev. John L. Herbster, pastor, on Palm 
Sunday, the junior choir, vested, entered 
with waving palm branches, singing 
“Hosannas to His Name’. The confirma- 
tion service was held in the evening. 16 
new members were received by confirma- 
tion, 38 by certificate, 4 by reprofession, 
and 1 by profession of faith. Appropriate 
Holy Week services were observed and 
were well attended. Dawn service, an 
innovation in First Church, was deeply 
appreciated by the congregation, which 
enjoyed the Easter cantata, “The Great- 
est Love,’ H. W. Petrie, rendered by the 
adult choir, under the capable leadership 
of Prof. A. L. Weaver, organist and choir- 
master. The Church was beautifully dec- 
orated. The altar was enhanced with 
lilies, and was lighted with candles. Holy 
Communion was celebrated at both ser- 
vices, 353 individuals communed, 7 of 
whom were visitors. During the morn- 
ing service the pastor’s infant daughter, 
Phyllis Marie, was baptized. Easter of- 
ferings, $1163.59, and in weekly envelopes 
an offering of $191. All are happy to 
know that both the Apportionment and 
current expenses are paid in full. Easter 
was a glorious day of worship, long to be 
remembered by the members and friends. 


Holy Communion was observed through- 
out the Shrewsbury, Pa., Charge, Rev. C. 
M. Mitzell, pastor. Special services in all 
the Churches. The congregational meet- 
ings were held and the Joint Consistory 
met in Bethany Church on April 8, in 
charge of President A. L. Hershey. Elder 
J. W. Sucabaugh and M. J. Weaver will 
represent the Charge at Classis and 
Synod. The Charge is looking forward 
to commemorate the pastorates of former 
pastors, beginning with Rev. Daniel 
Gring, who served from 1853-80, 27 years, 
and who was followed by Revs. A. F. 
Dreisbach, 1881-95; H. J. Hillegas, 1895- 
1907; A. H. Herbst, 1907-24; and the pres- 
ent pastor, since 1924. Rev. Mr. Hillegas 
is the only former pastor living, and he is 
retired. All the members baptized, con- 
firmed and married by the various pastors 
will be asked to attend the services in a 
body. Each special service will feature 
the favorite texts, hymns, etc., of the dif- 
ferent pastors. Rev. Mr. Hillegas will be 
invited to attend the special Hillegas ser- 
vice. Rev. Daniel Gring married the 
grandparents of the present pastor, 
Charles Wesley Mitzel and Amanda Barn- 
hart Geesey. At the time, the historic 
Blymeyer congregation, near Dallastown, 
was a part of this Charge, of which the 
pastor’s grandparents were faithful mem- 
bers. The Sadler congregation was at 
one time served by Rev. Phalon Snyder, 
who baptized the pastor, Many other his- 
torical facts will be brought out in con- 
nection with these services. 


APRIL 25, 1929 


THE COLLEGEVILLE SUMMER AS- 


SEMBLY 
An inviting opportunity is again pre- 
sented to ministers and other Christian 


workers for spending a happy and _profit- 
able week of their summer vaeation at 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania. This is the 
week of the Collegeville Summer Assem- 
bly, August 5-11. The Assembly, now in 
its twenty-first year has grown steadily in 
character and influence. It is not a school 
or conference imposing fixed duties on 
those who attend. There are, however, four 
periods each day in which sermons or ad- 
dresses are delivered by ministers of 
widely recognized ability whose messages 
are always informing and inspiring. Min- 
isters profit much from hearing other min- 
isters preach, especially when the latter 
are men of exceptional ability. 


The Assembly occupies the grounds and 
buildings of Ursinus College. It is well- 
known that this is one of the beauty spots 
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of Eastern Pennsylvania. The institution 
being a residential college is equipped for 
taking care of individuals and families. 
The residence halls are cool and airy, ¢om- 
fortably furnished and well eared for. The 
dining rooms are attraetive. The meals 
are served from a modern kitchen to which 
foodstuffs are supplied fresh from the col- 
lege’s own fields and dairy. Surrounding the 
buildings is a campus of rare beauty com- 
prising more than ten acres of greensward 
with abundant shade. There are water- 
proofed walks leading to all parts of the 
grounds and into the neighboring villages. 
The whole countryside abounds in pie- 
turesque scenery and _ historic interest. 
There are excellent facilities for swim- 
ming, tennis and other games. The en- 
tire premises are presided over by an Ad- 
ministration Committee, and during the 
week of the Assembly, as well as during 
other Christian gatherings occupying the 
month of August, the place is conducted 
from a central office after the same manner 
as a summer hotel. 


MESSENGER 15 


Among the speakers already engaged for 
the coming Assembly are the Rev. James 


Anderson, M. A., B. D., minister of the 
Langside Parish Chureh, Glasgow, Scot- 


land. A brilliant prize man of Glasgow 
University, and a strong preacher of prac- 
tical religion, he will be heard by the 
Assembly audiences with much interest. 
Another speaker from across the Atlantic 
will be the Rev. Frank H. Ballard, M. A., 
Cambridge University. He is one of Eng- 
land’s strong preachers. Since 1921 he has 
been minister at Highbury Chapel, Bristol, 
He will be recognized as the author of a 
number of religious books. The Rev. Wal- 
ter L. Lingle, D. D., LL.D., head of the 
General Assembly’s Training School for 
Religious Workers, Richmond, Virginia, 
will again be one of the American speak- 
ers. 

George L. Omwake, LL.D., President of 
Ursinus College, as chairman, and Calvin 
D. Yost, D. D., Librarian of the college, 
as secretary and treasurer, continue in 
active charge of the Assembly. 
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The Family Altar 


By the Rev. Jno. C. Gekeler 
Help for Week of April 29-May 5. 
Practical Thought: The Bible is a 
Source of Inspiration. 


Memory Hymn: ‘‘I Love Thy Kingdom, 
Lord.’? 


Monday—Josiah’s Righteous 
Chron, 34:--7. 


Even a child may do a right. Samuel as 
a little lad served God in the Tabernacle. 
Jesus, when only 12 years old, felt a strong 
impulse to be about His Father’s business. 
There is no better time to do right than in 
our youth, when we may fashion habits 
that will aid us, instead of tripping us up, 
when we shall desire above all else to do 
right. Josiah was only 8 years old when 
he became king and began to do that 
which was right in the sight of the Lord. 
The Psalmist voices God’s promise as an 
encouragement to right living, ‘With long 
life will I satisfy Him.’’ This was fulfilled’ 
in Josiah’s experience as God gave him 31 
years of kingship. While it is today, let 
us give our hearts to God. 

Prayer: Help us, dear Father, to keep 
our hearts open to Thee, that we may love 
and serve Thee all our days. Amen. 
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Tuesday—The House of Jehovah Repaired. 
II Chron. 34:8-13. 

Part of Josiah’s duty as a righteous man 
was to get others to serve and obey God. 
To this end he broke down the places of 
false worship. It was also necessary to 
repair the house of God. It had been neg- 
lected because men did not love and wor- 
ship Him. Example in right doing is part 
of right doing. When Mr. Coolidge learned 
he had become President of his country, 
one of his first acts was to kneel by his 
bed in prayer, and soon after, he became 
an example when he ‘‘took Communion, 
as an open confession of faith in Jesus. 

Prayer: O God, may Thy house ever he 
dear to us. May it be an object of our 
eare that in it men shall come to learn of 
Thee. Bless all who keep Thy house ready 
for the service of worship. Amen, 


Wednesday—What Hilkiah Found in 
Temple. 2 Chron. 34:14-21. 

By neglecting the worship of God the 
people of Jerusalem lost the copy of the 
Law. When the Temple was nothing more 
than an object of curiosity, it became clut- 
tered with rubbish and fell into disrepair. 
Neglect of the Law contributed to the sad 
conditions prevailing in Jerusalem and the 
entire land. When men cease to read the 
Bible they soon fail to attend God’s wor- 
ship, and to do right. A revival of Bible 
reading will lead to larger Church attend- 
ance and support of Kingdom causes. 

Prayer: Forgive, dear Father, our neg- 
lect of Thy Holy Book. Turn our hearts, 
move our wills to give heed to what Thou 
dost speak for our guidance and instrue- 
tion, Amen. 


the 


Thursday—Ezra’s Public Reading of the 
Law. Neh. 8:1-8. 

The revival under Josiah proved to be 
temporary. The people were wedded to 
their idols. Other kings followed who dis- 
regarded God, the Temple, the Law. WNa- 
tional disaster followed as it always has, 
and will, when such a course has been pur- 
sued. Long years separate the scene of 
this passage from those of which we read 
varlicr in the week. Time and trouble as 
God’s agents wrought a sense of failure, 
and of dependence upon the God of their 
fathers. When they do this, shall they not 
be weleomed? A new opportunity is offer- 
ed, and with deep reverence they turn to 
fod’s Law. Shall we not give the Book 
rightful place, and accept its instruction 
and inspiration as daily bread? 

Prayer: 

“‘Holy Bible, book divine, 

Precious treasure, thou art mine; 

Mine to tell me whence I came, 

Mine to tell me what I am.’’ 


Friday—The Scriptures Are Inspired. 2 
Tim. 3:10-17. 

One of the world’s infidels said as he, 
dying, placed a trembling hand on the 
Bible, ‘‘The only objection against this 
Book is a bad life.’’ Jesus said, ‘‘If any 
man will do His will (God’s), he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God, or whether I speak of Myself.’’ 
God’s Spirit directed the men who wrote 


it; He also speaks through it to us. A 
great purpose lies behind it. God intends 
that we shall use it. Men who have known 
it best, have loved it ‘most. Those who 
have obeyed it, have found it true and a 
sources of comfort. Through its pages the 
light of life has shown upon them. 

Prayer: O Spirit Divine, shine into our 
hearts and lead us in the way everlasting; 
illumine the pages of God’s Book that we 
may see and love Him who died for us. 
Amen, 


Saturday—tThe Scriptures Are For Instruc- 
tion. Rom. 15:1-7. 

Josiah and Ezra had only portions of 
What we have. Paul had more than they, 
though less than we. Josiah and Ezra re- 
ceived direction in a correct mode of wor- 
ship. The prophetic and poetie portions 
of Scripture give larger inspiration and in- 
struction in righteous conduet. How in- 
finitely richer are we with the completed 
revelation of the Old and New Testaments. 
To whom much is given, from him mueh 
is required. All that has been written in 
Holy Seriptures is for our instruction in 
righteousness. 

Prayer: Blessed God, our hearts are awed 
when we think of Thee and of the rich 
provision made for us in Thy Holy Book. 
Help us to be dilligent in using it. 


Sunday—Praising God’s Word. 
7-14. 

The Psalms are rich in praise of God and 
His Word. As Paul says, there are writ- 
ten for our instruction that we, too, may 
take delight and find guidance in them. 
The Psalmist finds in the Seriptures a 
practical help; conversion, wisdom, enlight- 
enment, and a great reward in observing 
their precepts. Let us remember that the 
God Who is revealed in the Seriptures is 
far greater than the Seriptures. In them 
we see Jesus; therefore they must be of 
inestimable value and beauty. 

Prayer: Dear Father, on this Thy holy 
day we turn to the Book which Thou didst 
inspire holy men to write for our instrue- 
tion. In its pages may we learn more 
about Thee. Bless our pastors and teach- 
ers as they seek to make plain the truths 
of Thy Book, and may we seek with them 
to know more of its beauties, Amen, 


Psalm 19: 
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Richard—‘‘Mother, am I going to get 


another plate of ice eream besides this 
one???’ 
Mother—‘‘ Why, dear?’? 
Richard—‘‘Because I want to know 


whether to gobble this up or drag it out.’? 
—Modern Etiquette. 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


THE SALVATION ARMY 


Text, Acts 4:12, ‘‘And in none other is 
there salvation: for neither is there any 
other name under heaven, that is given 
among men, wherein we must be saved.’’ 


Last week I told you about William 
Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, 
the one hundredth anniversary of whose 
birth has just been celebrated by the Chris- 
tian world. I dwelt mostly upon his early 
life and ministry, which led up to the or- 
ganization of the Salvation Army. 

Using the same text, because this is a 
continuation of last week’s story, I am 
now going to tell you more about the Sal- 
vation Army and its work, which has been 
ealled ‘‘the greatest social reform insti- 
tution in the world.’’ 

William Booth began to hold meetings 
for preaching in the streets of London, and 
in tents, music halls, theatres and other 
buildings in 1865, when he was thirty-six 
years of age. 

He had withdrawn from the Methodist 
New Connexion Church because they did 
not permit him to engage in evangelistic 
work, but insisted that he should keep on 
as a regular preacher stationed in a par- 
ticular charge. The scene in which the 
break took place was a dramatic one. He 
made a strong plea, asking the Conference 
to grant him the liberty to carry on the 
work to which he felt called of God. The 
Conference was against him. He spoke 
with much feeling and earnestness, and de- 
clared with passionate eloquence, ‘‘I am 
called of God to this work.’’ And he asked 
whether he should refuse the call. A com- 
promise was suggested, but Booth would 
not consent. Mrs. Booth, who occupied a 
seat in the gallery, arose, and, bending 
over the gallery, called out in a clear voice 
which rang through the Conference, 
coNever!?2 

As some one has said, ‘‘The ‘Never,’ 
ringing out through the Conference hall 
sounded the death note of William Booth’s 
career as a regular minister, and rang in 
for him a new life in which the grand, in- 
dependent spirit of this truly great man 
was to carry out the most successful mis- 
sion work the world has known. That 
‘Never’ brought the Salvation Army into 
being by taking him out of a work where 
his spirit was killed, and putting him into 
a new work where his spirit was to give 
life to and maintain a splendid reforming 
organization.’’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Booth set themselves to 
think out their new path in life, to minis- 
ter to the world a new form of religion. 
He, himself, said that they went out to- 
gether not knowing a soul who would give 
them a shilling, neither knowing where to 

0. 
: They went not only into the homes of 
the people, but into the hovels of those 
who had no real homes. They sought out 
the drunkards and the outcasts and tried 


PEN PRICKS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


Many a man goes through life in- 
cognito to himself. 
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to understand them. They believed in feed- 
ing the hungry before attempting to con- 
vert them. They knew humanity, had sym- 
pathy for its sorrows and its sins, and de- 
sired to improve the condition of the poor- 
est. 

Their work at first was called ‘‘The 
Christian Mission’’ and went by that name 
for at least thirteen years. Their services 
were well attended from the first, and they 
won souls at almost every service. On Sun- 
day they had a full and hard day. Mr. 
Booth gave regularly three, and sometimes 
four, open-air addresses, led three proces- 
sions, and conducted three indoor meet- 
ings, 

He laid down four simple principles at 
the very beginning of his work and con- 
tinued to abide by them during the re- 
mainder of his life. They were these: 1. 
““Going to the people’’ with the message of 
salvation. Out of this has grown all our 
varied operations, processions, bands, 
colour, reviews and the like. 2. ‘‘Attract- 
ing the people.’’ This has originated the 
various placards and other attractive an- 
nouncements. 3. ‘‘Saving the people.’’ 
Hence the services for conversion, for 
holiness, for consecration, for fiery bap- 
tisms of the Holy Ghost, and for heavenly 
enjoyment. 4. ‘‘Employment of the peo- 
ple.’? Out of which has grown our various 
classes of officers, opportunities for testi- 
mony, and the open door and continued en- 
couragement to every man and every 
woman and every child to use and exer- 
cise whatever gifts they may have received 
from God for assisting in subduing and 
winning this religious world unto Him- 
self, 

At first their work was difficult and met 
with much eriticism and opposition, especi- 
ally on the part of the Churches. Some 
of the leading social reformers, philanthro- 
pists, and good men of those days would 
not inquire into the work of the Christian 
Mission. Although many souls were saved, 
the fact that the work was done independ- 
ently of the Churches led to coldness and 
opposition. 

This induced an eminent member of the 
Booth family to write the Parable of the 
Mongoose, which was addressed to these 
critics. It is as follows: ‘‘A native lady, 
runs an Indian tale, had a pet mongoose 
(an ichneumon). Caressed by the children, 
sharing their meals, their playfellow by 
day and nestling in their arms at night, 
its intelligence and affection seemed to re- 
spond readily to the generous treatment it 
received. Kindness bred confidence, and 
it passed in and out of the house with the 
same free familiarity as if it had been in 
its jungle haunt. One stifling day, when 
each brick in the wall and tile in the roof 
seemed as if it had been dipped in the 
furnace, while even the crows and lizards 
gasped with open beak and mouth and 
sought shelter from the scorching rays, the 
mistress of the house had laid her babe 
under the shadow of a neighboring tree, 
while she busied herself about some house- 
hold task. The elder children were away 
in the field, while her husband had gone 
to the eutchery to give evidence in a ease. 
Plans for the children’s future were occu- 
pying the mother’s mind when through the 
open doorway the mongoose entered and 
ran to its accustomed bowl of water. The 
quick eye of the mistress noticed that it 
was covered with dust, and a closer look 
showed that its jaws were stained with 
blood. A dreadful thought flashed through 
her mind, with all the vividness of con- 
viction. The mongoose had doubtless killed 
her slumbering babe. Snatching up her 
heavy rice-pounder, she, without a 
moment’s thought, dealt the mongoose a 
blow which stretched it lifeless on the 
floor. Then she rushed forth, tearing her 
hair, beating her breasts, and filling the 
house and neighborhood with her cries. 
Dumbstruck with surprise, she soon stood 
rooted to the ground, Her babe was there 


—not mangled, as she had supposed, but 
living. Awakened from its sleep by the 
mother’s screams, the babe was stretching 
out its little hands to her, whilst close be- 
side it lay the dead body of a cobra which 
the mongoose had fought and killed. The 
sad reality then foreed itself upon the 
mother’s heart. It was the saviour, not 
the destroyer, of her babe that she had 
narra She discovered her mistake too 
ate. 


But Mr. and Mrs. Booth made many 
friends inside and outside of the mission, 
and the work grew enormously. In 1878 
the mission had spread beyond London, 
and was reorganized on a semi-military 
basis, and the title ‘‘Salvation Army’’ 
was definitely adopted in 1880. The work 
has spread all over the world, and millions 
of souls have been blest by its influence. 

I wish I could tell you about the won- 
derful progress of the work during almost 
fifty years of its history as the Salvation 
Army and almost sixty-five years since its 
first beginning. 

I had the privilege of hearing General 
Booth many years ago, and also heard 
Evangeline Booth and Ballington Booth 
on several oceasions. In connection with 
the celebration of the hundredth anniver- 
sary of her father’s birth, I heard Evan- 
geline Booth on the radio pay a beautiful 
tribute to her father’s life and character. 


She related an incident which oceurred 
while her father’s body lay in state shortly 
before its burial in August, 1912, and 
which is typical of thousands of similar in- 
cidents which might be related. From four 
o’elock until midnight on that August day, 
100,000 persons passed his casket to look 
once more upon that noble face before it 
was laid in its last resting place. A woman 
came with two small boys and paused be- 
fore the casket. An officer said to her, 
“Pass on! Pass on!’? But she said to him: 
“*No, I will not pass on until my boys have 
looked upon the face of the man who made 
their drunken father sober and their mis- 
erable home happy!’’ 

General Booth rests from his labors, but 
the Salvation Army which he founded 
marehes on in the service of Christ and 
humanity. 
it???’ said 


‘‘Mother, e-can you smell 


small Bertha, breathing hard. 

‘¢Smell what, dear???’ 

‘¢That new little girl next door s-said I 
had a p-p-peppermint in my speech.’’?— 
Boston Transcript. 


HOME EDUCATION 


‘‘The Child’s First School is the Family’’ 
—Froebel. 


EXCHANGING A RAINY DAY IN- 
HERITANCE 
May Whitcomb 
Marion stood, a disconsolate little figure, 
her nose pressed to a white button against 
the window pane, watching the steady 
splash of the rain in pools outside. ‘‘Oh, 
Mama,’’ she said, ‘‘I don’t like the rain, 
IT can’t play. I can’t do anything. Why 
does it have to rain?’’ 
Mother, busy with Baby, glanced up 
sympathetically and said, ‘‘T don’t like the 


THE PASTOR SAYS— 
By John Andrew Holmes 


Many an able and fearless preach- 
er, confronted under modern condi- 


tions with the task of preaching two 
sermons a Sunday, ends by preaching 
an able sermon in the morning and 
a fearless one at night. 
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rain either, dear, but perhaps it will stop 
before long.’’ 

Somewhat comforted by her mother’s 
sympathy and understanding, Marion 
watched and waited for the rain to stop, 
but it kept on and on. No occupation was 
suggested other than the usual, ‘‘Run and 
play with your toys,’’ which did not ap- 
peal, and by nap time Marion and Mother 
were both irritable and out-of-sorts. 

“And I can’t blame her,’’ said Mother 
to Aunt Nell that afternoon when she 
dropped in. ‘‘Rainy days always make 
me miserable and blue and Marion must 
have inherited it.’’ 

‘*Well,’’ said Aunt Nell, wise in ex- 
perience gained from rearing a large fam- 
ily, ‘‘possibly it’s inherited, though I 
doubt it, but you might be able to help her 
overcome such a handicap—and it will be 
a handicap if she grows up feeling that a 
rainy day must be a gloomy, disagreeable 


day. I used to try and plan something a 
little unusual for rainy days when the 


children were small. Sometimes we kept 
a few special toys for such days, or I had 
little surprises for them. I7’ll tell you, I’ 
start Marion off with a rainy day box!’’ 

Mother was dubious, but agreed it was 
worth a trial, and a few days later aMrion 
received a large parcel. Removal of the 
outer wrappings disclosed a box, securely 
tied, and pasted across the top with a 
rainbow label marked, ‘‘Do not open until 
it rains.” 

During the two sunny days which fol- 
lowed the mysterious package remained 
unopened, and for the first time Marion 
could remember she was happy to find it 
raining on the morning of the third day. 
At last she could open the package! 

After breakfast the box was opened dis- 
closing more packages—four of them, all 
bearing rainbow labels. Marion pulled out 
the top one and Mother read the note 
which said: 


“‘After breakfast open me 
I’ll keep you busy, just you see!’’ 


Inside Marion found a shiny, new pair 
of scissors, many pages of bright maga- 
zine pictures and a large square of muslin 
to spread on the floor or table to catch the 
seraps. 

Marion wanted to open the other pack- 
ages at once, but Mother explained that 
the note on each one told just when it was 
to be opened—one at eleven o’clock, an- 
other after lunch, and the fourth after nap 
time. Their contents—a picture book, 
bright-colored beads and strings and a soap 
bubble outfit—kept the child busy and she 
was glad to help Mother by amusing the 
baby with her strings of beads. 


Thoroughly convinced of the value of 
the plan, Mother told Marion at tea time 
that they would put the new toys back in 
the box and keep them for rainy days. The 
next rainy day Marion found a red balloon 
in the rainy day box. Another day Mother 
made tiny sandwiches for her doll’s tea 
party. Magazines with pretty pictures 
were saved for it and a scrap book started 
—and gradually rainy days were looked 
forward to as a cozy play time rather than 
‘*days when you can’t do anything.”’ 


‘¢There is no question in my mind as to 
the importance of kindergarten training 
and I hope that sufficient funds will be 
provided in the school system of the State 
to make provision for this very necessary 
part of the school system.’’—S. M. N. 
Marrs, State Superintendent, Department 
of Education, Texas. 

The National Kindergarten Association, 
8 West Fortieth Street, New York, will 
furnish free literature and loan a set of 
eight beautiful posters setting forth the 
value of the kindergarten to any organiza- 
tion or responsible individual wishing to 
work to get a kindergarten opened in the 
publie school. 
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A JOKE ON LITTLE MOLLY'S UNCLE JIM 


By Frances Margaret Fox 


Unele Jim lived in Canada in the long 
ago, when Grandma Somebody was little 
Molly. This Grandma Somebody would 
rather not have every one know her real 
name, although she has told this story to 
children for almost fifty years. 

Anyway, she was little Molly when her 


Uncle Jim went hunting that time in 
Canada, She was visiting at Uncle Jim’s 
house. 


Unele Jim didn’t go hunting for the fun 
of shooting and of tramping through the 
woods hour after hour. He went hunting 
to bring home food for the family, or to 
get furs to sell the trading post. 

One day when he went hunting, he 
walked and walked and walked, from day- 
light until almost dark, without having a 
chance to get anything for food or for fur. 
He didn’t even see a rabbit. At last, when 
he was walking toward home, Uncle Jim 
surprised a beautiful fox. The man was 
almost as much surprised as the animal. 
Neither had expected to see the other. For 
some reason the fox didn’t hear the man’s 
footsteps nor smell his enemy. ! 

Up went Uncle Jim’s gun, and ‘‘Bang!’’ 
is said. Down went the fox without mak- 
ing a sound. 

Soon afterwards Unele Jim was whistl- 
ing as he went swiftly through the woods 
on his way home. He earried his gun 
over one shoulder and the fox over the 
other. As he walked on and on, his 
thoughts were happy. He believed that he 
could sell the fox skin for about so much 
money, and with the money he would buy 
this, and that, and something for little 
Molly. 

When the family heard him coming they 
opened the door wide because they were 
glad to see Unele Jim coming home. He 
told them that he was a lucky hunter be- 
eause he had brought home a perfect fox. 
After supper he would get the fur ready 
to take to the trading post to sell. First, 
though, he would eat supper, because he 
was so hungry. 

Uncle Jim tossed his fox down in a 
shadowy place by the woodbox, intending 
to leave it there until after he had cleaned 
himself up and had eaten supper. While 
he was splashing water in a basin on the 
wash-bench, little Molly looked at the fox. 
She didn’t go near it, but stood with her 
hands behind her gazing at the beautiful 
creature. After a minute she said softly: 


““Unele Jim, your dead fox opened his 
eyes. Anyway, I think he did!’’ 


Uncle Jim laughed. He was sure that 
the heavy fox, that had been so limp and 
dead, had not opened his eyes. Little 
Molly had imagined it. 

The next minute, though, little Molly 
screamed: ‘‘O, Uncle Jim, your fox is 
gone. He is gone. He jumped up and ran 
away. You left the door open wide enough 
for him to poke his nose in, and he is 
gone! ’’ 


It was true. Uncle Jim’s fox was back 
in the wildwoods, and Unele Jim was a 
surprised hunter. And that wise old fox 
had known enough to keep still and hope 
and watch for a chance to save his life. 

Little Molly was glad in her heart that 
the fox played that big joke on her Uncle 
Jim. She is glad to this day that such a 
gay thing happened in the wildwoods of 
Canada so long ago. 


[All rights reserved ] 


Alice—‘‘ Would you marry for money, 
Edith?’’ 

Edith—‘ Well, I don’t know about it. I 
just have a hankering hope, however, that 
Cupid shoots me with a Pierce-Arrow.’’— 
Selected. 
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THE APRIL BOOK 


As the April book the Editorial 
Committee of the Religious Book 
Club has selected 


UNRAVELLING 
THE BOOK OF BOOKS 


By ERNEST R. TRATTNER 


325 pages, AND MAY BE SECURED 
For $2.75 Postpaid 
FROM 


PUBLICATION AND 8. 8S. BOARD OF 
THE REFORMED CHURCH 


Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., Phila., Pa. 


Tom—‘‘ Well, Jim, I can tell your’re a 
married man all right. No more holes in 
your socks.’’ 

Jim—‘‘No, sir. One of the first things 
my wife taught me was how to darn ’em.’’ 


Bobby was obstinate one day and re- 
fused to say his lesson to his teacher. 

‘‘But you know it quite well,’’ 
urged. 

“*Ves,’’ admitted Bobby. 

‘“‘Then why don’t you say it to me?’’ 

“Cause if I say it now you’ll only make 
me learn something else tomorrow.’ ’—Bos- 
ton Transcript. 


she 


Box 


ANSWERS TO— BEHEADED WORDS 
No. 4 

Ieeersonss 2. Canton sees. 

Clover; 5, Ingrate; 6. Strain. 


Puzzle 


Wheat; 4. 


CELEBRATED CHARACTERS 


The capital letters in each sentence give 
the initials of some noted person, who is 
described by the words of the sentence. 
1. Celebrated discoverer of a new Conti- 

nent. 

2. Tremendously 
menter. 

3. Honored the World over for his Liter- 
ary work. 
4, Champion 

travelers. 
5. Renowned Writer and Essayist. 

6. Whole-hearted in servng the English 

Government. 

7. Justly rated World-leader in big busi- 
ness. 
8. Joyful in Writing Rhymes. 
—A. M. S. 


active As an Experi- 


among All Long-distance 


THE BOOK OF BOOKS 


This precious Book I’d rather have 
Than all the golden gems 

That e’er in monarchs’ coffers shone 
Or on their diadems. 

And were the seas one chrysolite, 
This earth a golden ball, 

And gems were all the stars of night, 
This Book were worth them all. 


Ah, no, the soul ne’er found relief 
In glittering hoards of wealth; 

Gems dazzle not the eyes of grief; 
Gold cannot purchase health,— 

But here’s a blessed healing balm 
For every human woe, 

And they that seek this Book in tears, 
Their tears shall cease to flow, 


—Religious Telescope. 


Race prejudice means judging any vari- 
ety of the one human species on the basis 
not of facts, but of feelings—Allan Hunt- 
er, ‘‘Youth’s Adventure.’’ 
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Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 


I am going to tell you today about ‘‘ The 


Lights and Shadows’’ of your stewardship 
essays so that when 1930 essay time comes, 
there will be no ‘‘shadows’’ at all. I was 


told to count 60 out of 100 points for stick- 
ing close to the subject and for putting 
much of self in them, and it was my job, 
too, to note neatness and to see whether the 
300-400 word-limit was kept. Most of your 
essayS were neat, and in writing that I 
could read easily. Three of them were 
typed. One, however, was in pencil and on 
two kinds of cheap paper! And almost all of 
you knew when to stop. One of you stuck 
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so close to the subject, that I found ‘‘1-2- 
3’? ways ‘‘How David Livingston Won the 
Heart of Africa,’’ but others wandered so 
far away that even the title was changed 
to ‘‘The Story of a True Steward;’’ ‘‘The 
Factory Boy Became a Missionary;’’ ‘‘The 
Life of David Livingstone;’’ ‘‘ David Liv- 
ingstone, Emancipator of the Dark Con- 
tinent.’’? But I am proud of such bits of 
you as these: ‘‘Little David Livingstone’’ 
—‘One evening, when a young boy, his 
mother ‘put out the candle’ for he was 
studying too hard and long. It is well she 
did, for Mother Nature might have ‘put 
out’ the eandle and where would Africa 
have been?’’—‘‘In Africa they do not 
have any way of sending messages except 
by drum. Each village has a drum on 
which they send their messages. People 
often speak of Livingstone as the most 
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important drummer of Africa, Livingstone 
was always drumming out the needs of 
Africa because he cared so much for her’? 
“*By his knowledge of medicine he eured 
the bodies of the natives first, then their 
souls and this was his greatest aid in win- 
ning the hearts of the people of Africa,’? 


— ‘How did David Livingstone win the 
African people? By giving all he had, not 
only part. But he gave all talents, money, 
health, friendship body and soul.’’ ‘*No 
shadows’? greetings to all my Birthday 
Club folks who next year will try even 
harder to stick close to the stewardship 
essay subject and to put much of self in 
it. Your Birthday Lady is proud of you. 


P.S. I’m on a missionary journey down 
the beauteous Shenandoah Valley. Can you 
smell the apple blossoms, too? 


THE MISSION HOUSE 

Today one of our students handed us 
his application for beneficiary aid for 
1929-1930. It thrilled us to hold this paper 
in our hand which registered not only his 
needs, but also the desires and ambitions 
of this splendid young man, whose heart 
was aglow with love of Christ and who 
earnestly desired to become a Christian 
minister. Are these paltry dollars, which 
we need for sustenance and salaries, an 
adequate equivalent for the spiritual ener- 
gies which are being released and will be 
ereated through such a life. Should the 
Christian Church not consider it a privilege 
to lift the economic care from the mind of 
such young men and from institutions, 
which are training them for Christian 
leadership and service. The money given 
for this cause should be the ‘‘gladdest 
money we spend.’’ 

Seminary students have been released 
from classes for one week preceding Eas- 
ter owing to the fact that the seminary has 
a longer session this year, closing with 
the college and academy May 19th. 

Several professors were active during 
Easter holidays in leading devotional 
meetings in various Churches the week pre- 
ceeding and delivering Easter messages. 
They enjoy this contact with the active 
life in the Churches. 

Beginning Sunday, April 7, English ser- 
vices will be held in Immanuel Church, 
Town Herman, from 11-12 o’clock A. M. 
These services are under the direction of 
the Mission House and by courtesy of pas- 
tor and consistory of Immanuel Church, 
which Church is co-operating heartily with 
the institution. 

Professor Tinkle, who holds the chair of 
Natural Science at the Mission House will 
withdraw and accept a position in the 
Juniata College, Pa., an institution or his 
own Church. The President will be glad 
to receive the application of such who are 
interested in this position. 

Mrs. Darms has returned to the Mission 
House after 5 months’ absence and all on 
the grounds are happy to greet her after 
her sickness and sorrow. She has a large 
place in the hearts of the students and 
families on the campus and we pray for 
her full restoration and health. 

Our new student, W. C. Boehurst, of Win- 
nipeg, Canada, has arrived and been placed 
in the seminary. He was affiliated with 
British-Canadian Bible Society. 

Our good brother, Rev. Thiele, Artas, S. 
Dak, sent us $85.00 from his Churches with 
the remark: ‘‘I wish I might send THAT 
MANY HUNDREDS.’’ That’s the spirit 
which proves that pastor and people are 
interested in the good work the Mission 
House is seeking to do. Productiveness of 
the Churches increases according to the 
ration of interest generated in our work. 
And much depends upon LEADERSHIP. 
Another brother—now retired—Brother E. 
Lehrer, Portland, O., sent us $1.00 adding 


the significant remark that ‘‘HVERY 
MEMBER OF THE REFORMED 
CHURCH _SHOULD SUPPORT THE 


WORK OF THE MISSION HOUSE AND 
LEAVE SOME SUM, HOWEVER SMALL, 
AS A LEGACY to continue the work.’’ 
This he himself promises to do of his 
meager possessions. He says: ‘‘I am ever 
grateful for what the Mission House has 
done for me for it has given me not only 
an education’ and a ealling, but a 
HOME.’’ 

The President had several enecourage- 
ments in his recent trip East. He attend- 
ed a mid-week Lenten service at his form- 
er Church (Salem), Allentown. After the 
service, the choir asked him to tell them 
something of our work, and though he had 
dropped in unexpectedly, these friends gave 
him $100.00 for the Mission House. Then 
he had visited a good friend, Mr. Feyler, 
in his former Church (St. Paul’s), in Buf- 
falo and received from him a gift of 
$500.00, with the heartiest of well wishes 
for the work. How much encouragement 
our friends can lend us and make our work 
a delight for faculty and students. God 
multiply their number and this spirit. How 
much we NEED their help, especially as 


we close this year. 

Another good friend—Mrs. Schaeffer, 
member of Church at Allentown, Pa., al- 
ways sends a gift on the anniversary of 
her son, who lost his life as a youth. How 
such gifts sanctify our work. Though she 
cannot minister to her own son she is minis- 
tering to the sons of others—a worthy and 
beautiful substitute. Another friend from 
our Church in Buffalo (St. Paul’s), Miss 
Ida Knorl, sends us an Haster gift saying 
apologetically: ‘‘How I wish it might be 
more.’?’ How good God is to move the 
hearts of His children to help us in our 
manifold needs. 

No fineries in these precincts in Wiseon- 
sin on Easter Sunday. Easter brought us a 
young blizzard with hail and wintery 
blasts. 

Our Indian student, Alvin Stacy, who 
was confined to the hospital, is now again 
on the way to recovery at his father’s 
home in Greenwood, Wis, Pray for us. 

—J. M. G. Darms. 

Plymouth, Wis., 

Mission House, April 1, 1929. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo, F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Fifth Sunday after Easter, May 5, 1929. 


What Hilkiah Found in the Temple 
2 Chronicles 34:14-16, 29-33. 


Golden Text: Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and ight unto my path. Psalm 
119:105, 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Lost Book. 2. 
The Book Found. 3. The Book Followed. 


Josiah became king of Judah at the age 
of eight. At sixteen, he made a public 
confession of his decision to seek and 
serve Jehovah. Four years later the fruit 
of this decision ripened into a series of 
sweeping reforms, purgative and construe- 
tive. They wrought radical changes in the 
moral and religious life of Judah. 


During this period of national reforma- 
tion the Book of the Law was found. This 
event is the most important feature of 
Josiah’s noteworthy reign. It forms an 
interesting chapter of the romance of the 
Bible. 

I. The Lost Book. Some of the his- 
torical questions which arise naturally in 
the study of this lesson have never been 
fully answered. We do not know precisely 
what book is referred to; nor can anyone 
tell us how this book got into the temple, 
and why it was lost. In the absence of 
definite information on these points, we 
may accept the theory held by many com- 
petent scholars. 


According to this theory, the Book of 
the Law, which Hilkiah found in the 
temple, consisted of the greater part of 
Deuteronomy. It recorded ‘‘the statutes 
and judgments which ye shall observe to 
do in the land which the Lord God of thy 
fathers giveth thee to possess it’? (12:1), 
‘‘that thou mayest be a holy people with 
the Lord thy God’’ (26:17, 19). And it 
pronounced the curse of God upon the 
transgressors of the divine statutes, (Chap- 
ter 28). 

The author of this book is unknown to. 
us. The substance of its laws and ideals. 
doubtless goes back to Moses. It embodies 
directions for Israel’s future which had 
come from the great founder of the na- 
tion. They had been preserved in memory 
and in manuscript. And, in course of time, 
they were collected and augmented, in the 
light of an ever growing experience of 
God’s relation to Israel and of the na- 
tion’s religious mission as Jehoyah’s 
chosen people. 

One of these collections was made by 
the unknown author of the Book of the 
Law. Presumably he lived in the evil days 
of Manasseh, the ungodly grandfather of 
Josiah. During the long reign of this 
wicked king, most of the good work of 
Hezekiah had been undone. Heathenism 
flourished in Judah. The land was filled 
with idolatrous shrines, where foul rites. 
were practiced. Then Amos eame to the 
throne. He followed the evil ways of his: 
father, but his reign lasted only two years. 
He was assassinated by his own servants. 
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It was during this period of apostasy that 
a summary of the ancient laws was written 
as a protest and solemn warning against 
ungodliness. It was impossible, of course, 
to enforce this code in the reign of Manas- 
seh and Amos. Perhaps it was not even 
published during that idolatrous period of 
fifty-seven years, when the prophets of 
Jehovah were persecuted and killed. If it 
was proclaimed, it fell into rapid oblivion. 
Possibly, to save it from destruction, the 
loyal scribe placed it into the deserted and 
neglected temple. And there it remained, 
lost and forgotten, until it was found in 
the days of Josiah, and became the in- 
spiration of the last reformation in Judah. 
This Book of the Law forms a part of 
our present Bible, Hence the lesson raises 
the important question, How did we get 
our Bible? Not our modern translations 
‘into English, though that story is known 
to very few, but the original Bible, in 
Hebrew and Greek, whose origin and his- 
tory are known to fewer still. This is not 
the place to pursue that inquiry in detail. 
I wish, merely, to call attention to the elue, 
in our lesson, of the manner in which 
single books of the Bible and, then, the 
complete canon, were formed. No sincere 
and devout student will ever eliminate the 
divine factor from its age-long history. It 
is, indeed, the word of God given to men 
by inspiration. But it is no less important 
to recognize the human element in the 
making of the Bible, for it is just as truly 
a man-made record of God’s revelation of 
His character and will. It is the result 
neither of divine image nor of human in- 
vention. But it is the historical record, on 
parchment and paper, of those imperish- 
able religious truths which God had re- 
vealed to the hearts and minds of chosen 
men. < 


The Bible, as a whole, has sometimes 
shared the fate of the Book of the Law. 
The Old Testament was a lost book to the 
scribes and Pharisees in the time of Christ. 
They knew its letter, but they killed its 
spirit. Then, for long ages, the Catholic 
Church buried the Scriptures beneath a 
mass of tradition and ceremonies, until the 
great reformers of the sixteenth century 
rediscovered them. 


But even today the Bible remains a lost 
book to many, in spite of the annual dis- 
tribution of millions of copies. Some have 
never really found it. They have been 
reared in homes where it was never read. 
It lay in the parlor in a conspicuous place, 
but it was dusty and it remained forever 
as good as new. They passed through pub- 
lic schools where it was not tolerated, and 
into colleges where it was discarded as a 
relic of superstitious ages. Other books 
they found and read eagerly while in 
school, but the Book of Books they were 
never led to discover. And so they go out 
into life, to pursue business and pleasure, 
to found homes and to achieve success, to 
live and to die without God’s word ‘‘as a 
lamp unto the feet, and light unto their 
path.’’ Others, again, have lost the Bible 
after once possessing it. They learned to 
lisp it at their mother’s knee. They saw it 
honored and loved in pious homes. They 
heard its precepts and promises in Chris- 
tian Churches. But they have lost the 
Bible through disobedience. It is a lost 
book to all who do not endeavor to walk in 
its light. 


One of the most alarming conditions of 
our national life is the practical exclusion 
of the Bible from the publie schools, where 
our children are taught and trained for the 
duties and privileges of citizenship. It is 
a colossal blunder, threatening to destroy, 
as it has already impaired, the higher life 
of our people. Even the Church may make 
the Bible a lost book. It may do that by 
neglecting the religious education of her 
children and youth. It loses the Bible when 
it substitutes its theological dogmas for 
the gospel message. It weakens its spirit- 
tal authority when it proclaims untenable 
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and untrue theories coneerning the origin 
of the Bible. 

Il. The Book Found. The Book of the 
Law was found in one of the chambers of 
the temple by the priest Hilkiah, who read 
it and at once took it to Shaphan the 
scribe. He reported the great find to the 
king. And when Josiah learned the con- 
tents of the book, he was seized with fear. 
He rent his clothes in despair, and he ap- 
pointed a commission ‘‘to inquire of the 
Lord concerning the words of the book 
that is found.’’? Led by Hilkiah, these five 
men consulted Huldah, the prophetess, to 
ascertain the meaning of the divine 
statutes. Her answer was ominous. She 
declared that the curses upon the trans- 
gressors of the law should be fulllled to 
the letter. Only the king, because of his 
piety, should go to his grave in peace. 
Moreover, the final calamity of the exile 
should not come upon the nation until after 
his death. 


This ancient episode reminds us in a 
striking manner of the function of the 
priest, the temple, and of woman in the 
finding of the Bible. 

It was Hilkiah the priest who found 
the Book of the Law. His modern succes- 
sors are the preachers and teachers of the 
Bible. It is their supreme business to 
understand and interpret the Scriptures, 
and, thus, to become the spiritual guides 
of our age. Not merely to read it in pub- 
lie and private, but to know its deep mean- 
ing. The Bible is a complex and difficult 
book, written ages ago in distant oriental 
countries. To master its marvelous truths 
and teach them to our age requires more 
than fervent piety and fluent speech. 
Strong men and long years of patient study 
are needed for this high and holy task. 
They must understand the eternal truth 
which God has revealed to us in Christ, 
and they must know how to apply it to the 
spiritual and moral needs of our age. 


It is significant, also, that Hilkiah found 
the book in the temple. That is the best, 
if not the only, place where men may find 
the Bible today. The centre of our protest- 
ant worship is the open Bible and the ser- 
mon that grows out of it. Through the 
truth there revealed, the Spirit of God 
works in the hearts and minds of men. And 
the spiritual power of the Church is di- 
rectly proportionate to its loyalty to the 
mind of the Master. To show men the 
Father, as He manifested Himself in 
Christ, that is the business of the preach- 
ers. Laymen who seek anything else in 
the House of God, whether it be music, 
eloquence, or entertainment, are mistaken 
in their quest. And ministers who offer 
men aught but the gospel in their sermons, 
prostitute their high calling. 

Let us also note that the book was taken 
to a woman for interpretation. The men 
appointed by Josiah consulted Huldah. 
Even in those far-off days woman had a 
place and recognized power in the religious 
life. Since then that place has grown 
larger; and that power, gerater. Who can 
count the host of devoted and able women 
teaching in our Sunday Schools? Who can 
pay the debt the world owes to Christian 
mothers and wives, our first and best 
teachers of the Bible, and its most faithful 
interpreters in lives of love? And if our 
women desire a still larger sphere for their 
services in the Church, it should be theirs 
for the asking. 


III. The Book Followed. The finding 
of the Book of Law spurred Josiah to in- 
stant action. He obeyed its mandates. The 
book was read at a large gathering of his 
people, and a solemn covenant was made 
to keep all its laws. Immediate reforms 
followed. The temple was cleaned, and the 
idolatrous shrines were destroyed. Finally, 
a memorable passover was celebrated to 
emphasize the return of the nation to God. 
Outwardly, the reformation had been sig- 
nally successful. But one man, at least, 
who witnessed it, was profoundly dissatis- 
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fied with its results. That man was Jere- 
miah. He saw that the changes wrought 
were superficial. The people had changed 
their religious rites, but not. their hearts. 
Hence their reformation was transient and 
evanescent. In the midst of his reforms, 
Josiah fell in the battle of Megiddo. After 
his death the true spirit of the nation re- 
asserted itself. They neglected the Book 
of the Law and turned again unto folly. 

The effect of finding the Book of the 
Law may be seen admirably in the example 
of King Josiah, Its threats filled him with 
fear. Its transgression moved him to tears. 
Its gracious promises aroused him to in- 
stant action. Thus, when men truly find 
the Bible, it finds them. It reveals to them 
the true meaning of life; both the menace 
of sin and God’s promise of salvation. It 
would mean a complete transformation of 
life for many a man. But it would mean 
a change from a life that perisheth to a 
life that is abundant and eternal. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


May 5Sth—Service a Way to Leadership, 
Math. 20:20-28. 

The topics for the month of May are 
to stress the general theme of Youth and 
Larger Leadership. The thought of lead- 
ership is a challenging one, It invites to 
position and place, it implies power and in- 
fluence. The world’s greatest need is 
proper leadership. The future leadership 
of the world lies with the youth of today. 
The older folks are gradually passing on 
and the young are coming to take their 
place. In fact, in every age the youth have 
been the leaders. It is the way by which 
the world keeps fresh and bouyant. It 
would soon grow stale and stagnant, if it 
had to depend extirely on old folks. ‘‘Old 
age for counsel, but youth for action’’ is 
an ancient motto. Leadership is a matter 
of training. Not everyone can be a leader, 
We need followers as well as leaders. Once 
in a while the leader emerges. He must 
embody in himself the best qualities of 
the crowd, but he must be ahead of them. 
He must see farther and lead them on. He 
must be their inspiration as well as their 
guide. 

Leadership is acquired by service. The 
leader is one who does not. lord it over 
others, but is one of them and yet above 
them. He must know and understand those 
whom he leads. Very often people are not 
willing to pay the price of leadership and 
consequently never rise into it. The quali- 
ties of leadership are best illustrated in 
the life of Jesus. He became the leader 
of men because He was the servant of all. 
When His disciples were arguing among 
themselves as to who should be the great- 
est in the Kingdom, Jesus gave them the 
example of service. He took a basin of 
water and a towel and washed their feet, 
and said, ‘‘He that would be chief among 
you let him be the servant of all.’’ Jesus 
was willing to do the least and lowliest 
act of service for others and thereby He 
rose to be master of all. This is one of 
the great laws of life. ‘‘He that humblest 
himself shall be exalted.’’?’ One must be 
willing to take the lowest place, for the 
leader must be very humble and not proud, 
He must be forgetful. The world will never 
follow a selfish man. He must have the 
welfare of others in mind rather than his 
own interests. The sheep will not follow a 
hireling, but the shepherd, and the shep- 
herd giveth his life for the sheep. A self- 
seeking man can inspire no confidence in 
others. They soon see through his motives 
and will repudiate his leadership. We may 
observe this in every department of life. 
The pastor who is more interested in him- 
self than in his people will have a brief 
stay among them. If he is busy trying to 
get all out of his people for himself and 
is not ministering to their spiritual needs 
he will never receive their love and loyal- 
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ty. If he is a true leader among them he 
will not be thinking of himself, but will 
pour out his soul in unselfish service in 
their behalf. The teacher who is a task 
master will have a sorry time of it. He 
must serve if he would reign. The poli- 
tician who seeks profit and promotion for 
himself will soon have no following, but 
he who serves his city or his country may 
earry the votes of the people in his vest 
pocket. They will elevate him to the high- 
est position in their power and will eling 
to him like a personal friend. Service is 
the way of leadership in every sphere of 
life. Study the lives of great men and 
you will find that the secret of their great- 
ness lay in their readiness to serve. Wash- 
ington and Lincoln were great leaders, but 
their greatness is found in their matchless 
service. They lived for others and not for 
themselves. They were the benefactors 
of their fellowmen and consequently the 
world rises up and calls them great and 
blessed. If they had lived for themselves 
their names would have been forgotten and 
their fame perished with them. 

Take the noble company of Missionaries 
whom the world delights to honor. They 
went forth in unselfish devotion and ser- 
vice and thus they changed continents and 
civilizations and became the leaders of 
men. It has always been thus. The ser- 
vant of men shall be their master. King 
Edward had for his motto: ‘‘T serve.’’ 

The world has too frequently followed 
the opposite course. Its leaders have been 
the lords over others. This has drenched 
the earth with blood and engendered 
hatred and strife. It has brought about 
oppression and division in the human 
family. ‘‘We will not have this man rule 
over us,’’ cried the masses when their 
hearts were full of bitterness and envy. 
But whenever a ‘‘suffering servant’’ ap- 
peared they enthroned him and followed 
him, because he was their benefactor and 
did not bleed them for himself, but him- 
self bled for them. The original meaning 
of King is Can, one who is able. The King 
men is one who can do something for them. 
We sing, ‘‘The King of Love My Shep- 
herd Is.’’ Because He is a loving, serving, 
helping King we love the Lord. He leads 
us. He inspires confidence in us. He knows 
the way, for He has gone over it Himself. 

If we could just learn this lesson and ap- 
ply it everywhere in life we should be far 
more uesful and successful. We stoop to 
eonquer. We fall to rise, we go backward 
in order to go forward. We surrender to 
triumph; we die, to live; we serve, to 
reign. This is one of the contradictions of 
life, but it is a universal law. ‘‘The meek 
shall inherit the earth.’’ ‘‘The last shall 
be first.’’ ‘‘The least shall be the great- 
est.’’ ‘A little child shall lead them.’’ 
We serve today, tomorrow we shall reign. 
We carry the cross today, tomorrow we 
wear the crown. 
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Answers Fitted While You Wait 
By DR. W. EDWARD RAFFETY 


Professor of Religious Education, 


University of Redlands Redlands, California 


Problem: A group of us who are inter- 
ested in the adults in our Sunday School 
would like to know how to go about cheek- 
ing up on our work. Could you give us 
some tests? We read what you said in the 
““Messenger’’ about testing the School. 
Can you be more definite about our adult 
Sunday School work? Just what is the es- 
sential thing in adult organization in the 
Sunday School? 


Answer: There are really two parts to 
this problem: viz., tests and the organiza- 


tional principle. If our inquirer will be 
satisfied, we will now offer some tests, and 
when the Problem Shop opens next time, if 
he will come around we will state for him 
the essential principle of Church School 
adult organization. There seems to be an 
aroused concern throughout the country 
over the efficiency of the Chureh School’s 
adtlt work. The tests which are here 
offered in answer ought to furnish a fairly 
good check up. Try them! 

How often many otherwise high grade 
Chureh Schools which have standardized 
their work with children and young people 
pass by on the other side that educationally 
needy adult group that has suffered much 
at the hands of Negligence, the highway- 
man that leaves many a class or depart- 
ment stripped, beaten, and half dead. As 
religious educators, we take too much for 
granted concerning the adults in our 
Schools. 

In view of the fact that we have at pres- 
ent no adequate, generally accepted stand- 
ard or set of measurements for adult 
Church School activities, why not try some 
of the following simple, direct tests? They 
can at least serve as an efficiency check-up, 
and point the way to improvements along 
certain lines. While these tests are ele- 
mental and incomplete, and are offered in 
no special sequence, they may, however, 
yield more immediate help if applied in the 
order here given. It is hoped that their 
conscientious use will stimulate Chureh 
School leaders and bring about a more 
vital educational interest in the School’s 
adult policy. These are tests which any 
Chureh School can apply with profit to its 
educational work with adults. 

First Test. Has the Church School set 
up definite objectives for its adult work? 
Is it heading anywhere? Workers with 
children and young people have been bet- 
ter students of genetic psychology, more 
determined to know and use the best, and 
more critical of their own educational pro- 
cedures than other age-group leaders. They 
set up objectives and strenuously strive to 
reach these, Many leaders of adult groups 
on the other hand, and often in the same 
schools, have drifted aimlessly on from 
week to week. In Churches that have a 
Board of Christian Edueation, this Board 
should formulate objectives for the adult 
division and through the director of re- 
ligious education, Chureh School superin- 
tendent, or other responsible official inform 
and inspire the adult groups to make good. 
At first a few plainly evident goals should 
be set by them; later there should be added 
others which will be harder to reach, 


Second Test. Is the Church School adult 
work efficiently organized? The word 
‘‘efficient’’? is overworked, we grant, but 
it says it with a challenge, nevertheless. 
All Church School pupils, according to 
standards long recognized by the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Education, who 
have reached the 24th birthday and be- 
yond belong to the adult division. It is a 
mistake, in a large School, or a small, well- 
organized one, to use interchangeably the 
word department and division. In our best 
Schools, there are three divisions, viz., 
children’s, young people’s, and adults. 
Best adult organization calls for depart- 
ments within the division, such as men’s 
department, women’s department, home de- 
partment, extension department, training 
department, ete. There should be an adult 
council composed of representatives from 
all these departments, and all organized 
adult classes and other groups who will 
regularly sit in conference on the whole 
adult Church School work. In a later 
article, we discuss the genius of adult 
Chureh School organization. 

Third Test. Is the Church School adult 
work properly supervised? Organization is 
necessary, but supervision must follow to 
get out of the organization machine the 
best results. Every Church School of any 
considerable size should have an adult 
sueprvisor, a specialist in the psychology 
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and best educational proeedures with 
Chureh adults. Some strong Schools em- 
ploy on salary such an official. Where this 
is not desirable, or possible, some one 
capable person can be elected to give 
voluntary direction to the adult work. An 
engine so potential needs an engineer who 
knows. 


Fourth Test. Are the adults congenially 
grouped and properly placed in the build- 
ing for best class work? Arbitrary group- 
ing of adults is fatal. There is a conscious- 
ness of kind that brings folks together, 
which effinity Chureh School leaders must 
take into account. Where it is at all pos- 
sible, separate class rooms should be avail- 
able. Where this cannot be, then attrae- 
tive, convenient spots should be selected 
where fairly good class work ean be ear- 
ried on. Recently we saw a mixed adult 
perched high on rows of gallery 
seats to be seen and heard of all men, and 
what was worse, where they could see all 
around and below them. The teacher was 
frantically trying to hold the attention of 
his bleacher bunch. We also noticed the 
motley array of persons with the wide 
ranges of ages, and, doubtless, with unre- 
lated interests, The class was true to its 
name—mixed. 


Fifth Test. Is there adequate educa- 
tional equipment for all adult groups? 
Separate rooms with sound-proofed, solid 
partitions are educationally correct for 
adult classes, as well as younger groups. 
Then there should be blackboards, maps, 
Bibles, textbooks, and chairs with student- 
arms, or where the class is small, a large 
table with comfortable chairs about it. 
This is ideal, but can be approximated in 
Schools that care enough to make such pro- 
vision, and who take seriously the religi- 
ous education of adults. Educational 
equipment is essential to educational out- 
comes. All these material things should 
be made means to the spiritual ends su- 
premely desired. 

Sixth Test. Are the adult groups har- 
monious among themselves, and are they 
all a vital part of the Church School? Un- 
fortunately, petty jealousies sometimes 
make for stormy times among leaders and 
classes. It is a difficult thing to measure 
the deteriorating influences. Their blight is 
felt, not measured. A tactful leadership 
often wins its way to a clear day of better 


APRIL 25, 1929 


understanding and _ finer fellowships. Is 
that big class of men ieaily a part of your 
Church School? The question was seriously 


put. The class met in a separate building 
and its officers ignored the Sehool us a 
whole. Quietly, a lack of loyalty can be 


overcome. Pat-ence, tact, love, vapolize 
and dissipate animosities and self-service 
obsessions. 

Seventh Test. Are the Church School 
adults loyal to the Church and its King- 
dom enterprises? Something or somebody 
is dead wrong if they are not. This being 
a question of attitudes cannot be mechani- 
caily measured, yet it is worthwhile for 
Chureh and Church School leaders *o open- 
ly, constantly express mutual loyalties in 
tangible ways. What is that woman’s 
class, or men’s class, doing for the moral 
and financial support of the Church in its 
building or missionary undertakings? Team 
work for the Kingdom wins. Many sickly 
Churches could be put on the health-high- 
way and made vigorously aggressive, if the 
big classes gave them bigger and better 
backing. 

Eighth Test. Is the class or other group 
made an end in itself, or is it spiritually 
motivated? It’s trite, but ever true; as 
the leadership, so the led. That group 
could do wonders with the right leader. 
Or some one remarks, success of that class? 
That’s easy; look at its leadership—eapa- 
ble, progressive, and joyously devout. That 
staff of leaders could transform a Hotten- 
tot hut into a cathedral for worship, or 
into an organized welfare-center to serve 
its community. 

Ninth Test. Do the leaders of the adult 
Church School work keep well informed 
through one or more of the following 
ways: (1) By reading helpful books, (2) 
by reading journals published for their 
use, (3) by attending conventions where 
in the fellowship of kindred spirits new 
knowledge means new zest, (4) by regular 
conferences or exchange of experiences and 
plans, (5) by definite, diiected study in 
training classes. Cease to learn, cease to 
lead. 

Tenth Test. Is there a workers’ library 
of the best books for Church School lead- 
ers of adults, and does it work? Where 
such a library is available, and some one 
is responsible for getting the books read, 
an intelligent leadership is bound to result. 

Eleventh Test. Does the attendance ap- 
proach enrollment as near as possible? An 
inflated list of members means very little 
for the strength or substantial success of 
elass or department. How many regulars 
are there, the true blue, dependable attend- 
ers and achievers? 

Twelfth Test. Are systematic records 
kept of all the Church School work with 
adults? There are other records besides 
statistics,—figures and facts which throb 
with life, and thrill and challenge, conse- 
quently data worth keeping, and worth the 
expert secretarial services of a competent 
recorder. What achievements, what human 
values lie in and through mere memoranda, 
Some statistics lie; others lie dormant, use- 
less. 

Thirteenth Test. Are the finances gener- 
ously, opportunely provided, and are they 

. wisely used? The best adult Church School 
organizations carefully prepare budgets, 
plan for the raising of the same, and then, 
with discretion, guard the expenditure out- 
lets. Every adult class should faithfully 
discharge its financial obligations to its 
own Church School, thus sharing in the 
School enterprise as a whole. Old Man 
Parsimony digs many a class grave. 

Fourteenth Test, Are the adult groups 
using the best available courses of study? 
If any adult class leader or teacher is in 
doubt on this point, let him confer with 
the publishers of this journal, and find out 
which are the lesson courses best suited to 
his particular group. Probably the biggest 
sinners in the use of hit-and-miss courses 
are in the adult departments of the Church 
School. Left to their own choices in most 
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cases, they do not always secure the best. 
Fifteenth Test. Are the best teaching 
methods used in all adult classes? Who 
knows? Who has cared enough to look into 
the matter? Has the teaching method in 
any group been responsible for dwindling 
interest and finally the loss of valuable 
members? On the other hand, has a most 
effective method in itself in some class 
been a magnet to draw and hold. pupils? 
Later on, in this series, methods that get 
results with adults will be fully discussed. 
Sixteenth Test. Are the recreational and 
sociability interests of adults adequately 
cared for, and conserved? All work and 
no play is as fatal to finest character-fruit- 
age as the reverse. Never too old to learn, 
but also never too old to play. The play 
spirit of childhood in the heart of the 
adults is the thing old Ponce de Leon long 
sought for. We wisely plan the play-life 
of children and youth and rightly use re- 
creation as a real educational procedure. 
Why not with the adults? A common- 
sense leadership along sane, fun-time 
schedules will do much to conserve adult 
health and happiness as well. Recreation 
is a great esprit de corps builder. 
Seventeenth Test. Are good programs of 
worship provided for all adult groups? 
We sometimes wonder if any groups in the 
entire Church School pay so little attention 
in advance to worship periods. Left to the 
chance selection of song, Scripture, and 
prayer-leader, very often the members go 
to their study with unprepared hearts, even 
as they have unprepared lessons. Real 
worship vestibules real study. Religious 
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education functions largely from the emo- 
tional centers of personality. 

Eighteenth Test. Is the urge of evan- 
gelism and missions at the very heart of 
the adult Church School organization? If 
not, it should be. When this is true, the 
adult groups put themselves into parallel 
with the Divine purpose. They say with 
conviction, Son of God, here we are to 
help You get Your gracious will and way 
done in the hearts of men everywhere, be- 
ginning at our own Jerusalem, The ‘‘win 
my friend,’’ or the ‘‘win one’’ slogan 
captures adult energy and channels it into 
the supreme service. Gospel teams and 
mission bands from organized men’s or 
women’s classes have made finest contri- 
butions to Kingdom welfare. 

Nineteenth Test. Are selected adults in 
training for leadership of the Church 
School’s work with children and young 
people? In every School picked prospects 
should be put into a special leadership 
training group with a definite understand- 
ing that they are privileged to represent 
the adult department’s personality-contri- 
bution to the educational conservation of 
the School’s childhood and youth. Some- 
body, pastor, director of religious educa- 
tion, or Church School «superintendent, 
should be on the lookout constantly for 
recruits for this group of leaders-in-the- 
making. We are thoroughly convinced that 
a quiet, tactful use of some or all of these 
simple tests will result in accelerated in- 
terest and actual achievement. 

(Send questions and problems directly to 
Dr. Raffety, 432 Center St., Redlands, Cal.) 
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Charles G. Dawes, former Vice-President, 
has received the offer of the position of 
Ambassador to Great Britain and has ac- 
cepted it. In accordance with custom the 
British Government has been asked if Gen- 
eral Dawes will be acceptable and it is 
understood that a favorable response has 
been received. 

Sidney J. Catts, Sr., former Governor of 
Florida, has been indicted by a Federal 
grand jury on the charge of having 
financed a counterfeiting ring whose goal 
it was to put a million dollars of bogus 
money into circulation. The former gov- 
ernor is now a Baptist minister. 

Bishop Brent, of Buffalo, who died re- 
cently in Switzerland, was buried at Laus- 
anne, The Rev. Everet Smith, of the Amer- 
ican Church of Geneva, conducted the ser- 


vice. Among the personal friends who at- 
tended was General Pershing, who came 
from Paris. 


The United States led all other nations 
in production of aircraft during 1928, ac- 
cording to figures made public by the De- 
partment of Commerce. Great Britain and 
France led the United States in export of 
aeronautical products. 

Colonel E, Lester Jones, Director of the 
United States Coast and Geodetie Survey 
for the past 14 years, died at his home in 
Washington, D. C., April 9. 


Former President Coolidge has accepted 
a position as director of the New York 
Life Insurance Company. Mr. Coolidge 
will take the place of the late Myron T. 
Herrick, Ambassador to France. 
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Theslogien! Seminary. of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tious of the Reformed Chuich. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 


Board of Trustees are 
It provides a course 


and members of the 
elected by the Synods. 


of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two vears, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 


free. 
For catalogue or information address the 
President, 
REY. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural ‘basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 
JEG ON RINE ISI, AUPIEALIOL IDE IDEs IIb, IB)y, 


President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LI.D., President 


Attendance limited to 500 students—300 
men and 200 women. Candidates seeking 
admission for the coming academic year 
should apply at once. 

For new Catalogue, “Student Life at 
Ursinus,” Application Card, and other 
information, address 


FRANKLIN IRVIN SHEEDER, JR., 
Assistant to the President 


Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., S. T. D. 


Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, LL.D., President 
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More than 2,000 cities in the United 
States will observe May 1 as Philippine 
Day to complete the 2,000,000 fund sought 
by the late Governor General Leonard 
Wood to carry on research work among the 
lepers in the Philippines, it has been an- 
nounced by the trustees of the Leonard 
Wood Memorial. 

Great Britain celebrated the centenary 
of the birth of William Booth, the founder 
of the Salvation Army, April 10. Premier 
Baldwin addressed a large meeting at Not- 
tingham, where General Booth made his 
last public speech 17 years ago. 

Total registration of motor vehicles in 
the United States during 1928 was 24,- 
493,124, a gain of 1,359,883 over the num- 
ber registered in 1927, 

A tornado, which ripped through five 
Northeastern Arkansas Counties April 11, 
had exacted a toll of 64 known dead, scores 
injured and unestimated property damage. 
Many persons were reported missing. 

There are 543 millionaires in Great 
Britain, reckoned on a sterling basis— 
with fortunes exceeding $5,000,000—ac- 
cording to the Inland Revenue returns for 
the year ended in March. 

Amendment to the national Prohibition 
act that would extend its provisions to 
American flag ships on the high seas will 
be proposed in Congress as a result of the 
announcement of the new owners of the 
Leviathan that the sale of liquor will be re- 
sumed on that vessel and other ships of the 
United States Lines, Ine. Officials of the 
Department of Justice and the Anti-Saloon 
League have conceded that under the de- 
cision of the United States Supreme Court 
in the Cunard ease of 1923, the owners of 
the vessel would be entirely within their 
rights in authorizing the sale of liquor out- 
side the three-mile limit on eastward as 
well as westward-bound voyages. 

Twelve of Commander Byrd’s crew have 
returned to the United States from ‘‘ Little 
America,’’ the tiny settlement on the Ross 
Ice Barrier that fringes the Antarctic con- 
tinent. The men will remain in this coun- 
try until fall, which is springtime in the 
Antaretic, when they will return to the 45 
companions they left to dig themselves in 
at ‘‘Little America’’ for the winter now 
coming on there. . 

Edward S, Harkness, financier and phil- 
anthropist, benefactor of Yale, Harvard 
and many other institutions, has given Co- 
lumbia Univesity $2,000,000 for the imme- 
diate construction of a residence hall at 
the New Medical Centre for medical stu- 
dents and junior unmarried hospital offi- 
cers. 

The second stage of the work of the 
committee of experts on reparations meet- 
ing in Paris, has been completed. The 
total of annuities demanded by the Allies 
is understood to be in the neighborhood of 
$24,000,000,000 or 100,000,000,000 marks of 
which 70,000,000,000 marks would be pay- 
able in 37 years, and the rest in the 21 
years subsequent. The new allied demand 
is about $1,000,000,000 less than the $25,- 
000,000,000 which the Germans originally 
offered at the Versailles Peace Conference. 

An investigation of the grape juice in- 
dustry in California has been ordered by 
Dr. James H. Doran, Prohibition Commis- 


sioner. The inquiry will be conducted by 
the two Federal administrators in the 
State. The purpose is to determine how 


much, if any, of the wine of the grape gets 
into bootleg channels. 

The Mexican Rebel chief has offered to 
lay down arms of 5.000 in Sonora, the only 
remaining units of the revolt. General 
Rabatte, left in command of the insurgents, 
has pleaded for the lives of himself and 
officers. President Gil has declared the 
surrender must be unconditional, with the 
leaders agreeing to stand trial. Mexico 
City is jubilant as it. foresees early peace. 

Draped in the U. S. flag, the body of 
Myron T. Herrick, late Ambassador to 
France, returned to his native jand April 
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Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees — 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rey. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some: 
70 colleges in the last 28 years, Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 


FASTEST GROWING COLLEGE IN 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Write for catalogue and view book. 


Miss W. AUGUSTA LANTZ, 


Registrar. 


13 with the honors of two nations. Military 
display attended the cortege to Grand Cen- 
tral, where the bier was put on a train for 
Cleveland. Colonel Lindbergh, a mourner, 
accompanied the family to the Ambassa- 
dor’s home city. 

Secretary Davis has estimated that 200,- 
000 more workers are employed in the 
United States now than were on payrolls 
one year ago. Only the building industry 
was failing to show much advance in em- 
ployment, 

A recommendation that only one ground 
for divoree—violation of the seventh com- 
mandment—be recognized by the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States will be 
made to the sixty-ninth General Assembly 
next month which will meet at Montreal, . 
N. C. 

Joseph Weldon Bailey, former United 
States Senator from Texas, died Apr. 13 
suddenly at Sherman, Texas, while trying 
a lawsuit. 

The general expansion of the export 
trade of the United States in 1928, which 
totaled $5,129,000,000 and reached its high- 
est mark since 1920, is emphasized in an 
analysis entitled ‘‘Our World Trade,’’ 
issued by the Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States. 

More than 70,000 Spanish subjects, rep- 
resenting patriotic societies in all parts of 
the country, went recently to Madrid to 
register a protest against the strike of the 
Madrid University students and all the 
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other recent manifestations of opposition 
to the government. 

Congress assembled in extra session Apr. 
15 at the call of President Hoover. The 
House and Senate met at noon and heard 
the reading of the President’s proelama- 
tion for an extra session to consider farm 
relief and tariff revision measures. The 
President’s message was read before both 
houses April 16. 

The Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion convened at Washington April 15 for 
their annual meeting. James W. Good, 
Secretary of War was one of the speakers 
at the opening session. 

President Hoover made his first publie 
speech since his inauguration at the luneh- 
eon of the Associated Press in New York 
City April 22. He spoke on tariff and farm 
relief, and gave his views on business ¢con- 
ditions. 
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Woman’s Missionary 


Society News 
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Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor 


ATTENTION W. M. S. OF PITTS- 
BURGH SYNOD: The W. M. S. P. S. is at- 
tempting to raise $1,000, the debt now rest- 
ing on the Reformed Church property in 
Chatauqua, N. Y. One-half of the amount, 
$500, has been paid to the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Chatauqua Association. It 
would be very gratifying to the W. M. 8. 
P. S. Board if the other $500 could be paid 
into your Classical Treasuries by July 1, 
in time for the annual meeting of the 
Board of Directors of Chatauqua, which 
meets early in August. The assessment is 
41¢e per member. 

—Mrs. Harry D. Hershey, Treas. 


Members of the Cabinet of the W. M.S. 
G. S. attending the Triennial Convention 
should have their mail addressed care of 
the Rev. Dr. George Longaker, 1218 11th 
Ave., Hickory, N. C. Mail for delegates 
and others in attendance should be sent to 
Corinth Reformed Church, Thirteenth St., 
Hickory, N. C. 


Dr. Mary B. Treudly, of Ginling College, 
is in this country at present and is avail- 
able for addresses on the work of Chris- 
tian Education in China and Ginling in 
particular. Address Dr. Treudly at 135 
E. 52nd St., New York City. 


The 16th annual meeting of the W. M.S. 
of Virginia Classis was held in St. Paul’s 
Church, Roanoke, Va., April 3 and 4. De- 
votional services throughout the sessions 
were led by the local pastor, the Rev. J. 
Wade Huffman; Miss Mary Bosserman, 
Harrisonburg; and Mrs. Jorn Miller, Mt. 
Crawford. Greetings were brought by Rev. 
Mr. Huffman and Mrs. Alex Keenan, prest- 
dent of the hostess society. Mrs. E. R. 
Rodes, Harrisonburg, responded. Mrs, 
Horace Lequear, formerly of China, gave 
two interesting and informing addresses, 
the subjects of which were: ‘‘ Reminiscenes 
of My Work in China’’ and ‘‘A Visit in a 
Chinese Home.’’ For the latter, Mrs. Le- 
quear was dressed in Chinese costume and 
sang ‘‘I Love to Tell the Story’’ in Chi- 
nese. The theme of the convention was 
‘¢Stewardship in All Its Phases’? and in 
her opening address, Mrs. James Aldridge, 
president based her remarks upon this sub- 
ject. A very interesting literature pre- 
sentation was given by Mrs. Edwin W. 
Lentz. Mrs. Lentz conducted a Mission 
Band and G. M. G. Conference Hour in the 
afternoon and spoke on Stewardship at the 
evening meeting. A splendid report of the 
Potomac Synodical Meeting in Altoona was 


heard from the delegate, Mrs. D. E. Rems- 
burg. At the closing session, the Roanoke 
Mission Band presented a playlet. The re- 
ports of officers and secretaries were en- 
couraging. The Thank-Offering showed a 
decided inerease over last year and the 
budget was over paid. Virginia Classical 
Society no whas 19 societies with a mem- 
bership of 445, The Historian gave a very 
interesting history of the society from 1922 
to the present. Records show that there 
were 38 delegates and a number of visit- 
ors present at this 16th Convention. All 
officers were re-elected for the ensuing 
year. The W. M. S. of MeGaheysville, Va., 
will entertain the spring meeting next year, 


East Susquehanna Classical W. M. 8. 
held its 39th annual meeting on April 3 
at Dalmatia, Pa., with a splendid attend- 
ance of delegates. Following a meeting of 
the Executive Committee, the regular busi- 
ness session opened with a devotional 
period conducted by Mrs. Hummel, of Sun- 
bury, Pa. Mrs. C. A. Huyette, of Millers- 
burg, was unanimously elected president 
for the ensuing year. The work of all depart- 
ments was stressed and each society was 
urged to greater activity during the new 
triennium. The afternoon’s consecration 
service was conducted by Mrs. Huyette. 
The speaker of the evening, Mrs. J. Frank 
Bucher, spoke forcefully on ‘‘The Recon- 
struction of China.’’ Several selections 
were sung by the male quartette of Pillow. 
Because of the serious illness of Mrs. D. G. 
Yocum, president of the hostess society, a 
basket of flowers was sent to her as a 
token of remembrance and cheer during the 
days immediately following the crisis. 


‘*Our mission study class in March was 
a marked success and augurs well for simi- 
lar meetings for next winter. The results 
are so much more gratifying than the old 
way of studying a book month by month. 
Our meeting was interspersed with hymn 
Singing, a special musical number and 
closed with a consecration service. At 
noon we enjoyed a covered dish luncheon 
which was the social feature of the day’s 
program. There was a marked increase in 
attendance over the February meeting. 
Many women became enthusiastic over our 
first venture and brought others to the next 
meeting. (In February they studied ‘What 
Next in Home Missions’ and in March, 
‘Friends of Africa’). Our April meeting 
did not materialize due to the early spring 
and the demand for attention to gardens, 
ete. I’ll pigeon-hole the material until a 
more opportune time.’’? This interesting 
letter was received from the president of 
the union W. M.S. of St. Paul’s and Grace 
Churches of the Numidia Charge, the Rev. 
A. Levan Zechman, pastor. 


The W. M.S. of Schuylkill Classis met in 
41st annual session, April 5 and 6, in St. 
Peter’s Church, Tremont, the Rev. J. K. 
Wetzel, pastor. The opening, evening meet- 
ing, was addressed by Miss Helen Ammer- 
man. At this service the choir of St. 
Peter’s Church renedered two appropriate 
numbers. Saturday morning was devoted 
to business. Reports showed increases and 
were very encouraging. The Secretary of 
Organization and Membership announced 
that an increase in membership, also 1 new 
W. M. 8., 2 new G. M. G. and 2 new M. B. 
The afternoon meeting was conducted en- 
tirely by the Guild girls. Miss Ammer- 
man, again, gave a most inspiring talk. 
The Tremont Guild presented the playlet, 
‘‘Beginning at Jerusalem.’’ The closing 
consecration service was conducted by 
Mrs. Charles Schaeffer, Tamaqua. The fol- 
lowing delegates were appointed: To W. 
M. §. G. S., Mrs. Geo. W. Butz; to Lan- 
easter Missionary Conference. W. M. S., 
Miss Ella Sherer; G. M. G., Miss Marie 
Imboden; M. B., Miss Edith James; to 
Eastern Synodical Meeting, the president, 
Mrs. Geo. W. Butz; primarii—Mrs. Harry 


Gangloff, Tamaqua, Mrs. Elwood Rarick, 
New Ringgold; seeundi—Mrs. Walter 
Diehl, Mahanoy City, Mrs. Clayton Jones, 
Schuylkill Haven. There were 105 regis- 
tered delegates and visitors present. The 
Fall Institute will be held in Trinity 
Church, Tamaqua. 


The first annual convention of the New 
York Classical W. M. S. was held Saturday 
afternoon and evening, April 6, in Central 
Branch, Y. W. C. A., Brooklyn, N. Y. De- 
votional services were led by Mrs. D. A. 
Bode and the Rev. E. J. Strassburger. To 
the greeting brought by Miss L. E. Pisto- 
rius, president of the W. M. S. of St. 
Luke’s, Brooklyn, the hostess society, fit- 
ting response was made by Miss Stucky. 
Mrs. F. W. Kratz, formerly of Brooklyn, 
who was instrumental in organizing this 
Classical Society, and has served as presi- 
dent since its organization a year ago, pre- 
sided throughout the sessions. In the ab- 
sence of the secretary, Mrs. M. Carle, Mrs. 
R. O. Csatlos was appointed secretary pro 
tem. The most important business was 
the adoption of a contsitution. Reports of 
officers and secretaries showed progress in 
the local societies. The evening address 
by Miss Carrie M. Kerschner, Executive 
Secretary of the W. M.S. G. S., was very 
helpful to local societies and encouraging 
for, the future tasks of the Classical or- 
ganization. St. Luke’s W. M. S. entertain- 
ed the entire group at dinner in the Y. W. 
C. A. The spirit and fellowship of the con- 
vention made it a great success and all 
present look forward to steady progress 
and growth. The meeting closed with a 
Friendship Circle Consecration and the 
hymn, ‘‘Blest Be the Tie That Binds.’’ 
The Rev. Carl H. Gramm, D. D., Rev. Mr. 
E. J. Strassburger and Rey. Mr. Hoelzer, 
of St. Luke’s, were guests of the conven- 
tion. The 1930 meeting will be held in 
Livingston Ave. Church, New Brunswick, 
N. J., the Rev. C. H. Gramm, D. D., pastor. 
Because Mrs. Kratz, the president, has 
moved out of the Classis, her resignation 
was accepted with regret, and Mrs. ©. H. 
Gramm, of New Brunswick, elected to lead 
this new Classical society during the com- 
ing year, 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
(Continued from page 2) 


haps dishes, that are no longer used. We 
may be able to use them if they are not 
worn out. Put them in a box and send 
them and we will be happy to make good 
use of the things you send. 


It is early in the season, but not too 
early to begin packing jars into barrels 
ready to send to you as soon as you say 
the word. We have quite a number ready 
for shipment now and we trust that the 
congregations and societies who will fill 
jars for us will send for them so that you 
may distribute the jars and we can make 
room for housecleaning. Send for them 
Now. : 


BOOK OREVIEIZS 


A Child’s Garden of Song. By E. Hershey 
Sneath and Edith Lovell Thomas. Illus- 
trated, 175 pp. The Century Co. Teach- 
er’s or Children’s Edition, $1.50; in 
quantity, $1.25, 


This volume is about the ‘‘last word’? 
in its compilation of folk songs, psalm 
tunes, chants, chorales and e¢lassie music 
for use in the 3rd and 4th grades. A com- 
panion book for the 5th and 6th grades will 
be ready next August. The drawings by 
A. R. Thayer add much to the value of this 
treasury of song. You will want to study 
this, in order to be up-to-date. —E. 
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DR. CHARLES DANIEL NEFF 


Dr. Charles Daniel Neff, for 29 years di- 
rector of the School of Music, Upper Iowa 
University, died on Monday, April 8, 1929, 
in a hospital at Rochester, Minn. 


Dr. Neff was born near Alexandria, Pa. 
He was the son of William and Margaret 
Cordelia Neff and the oldest son of 7 ehil- 
dren. He received his preliminary educa- 
tion in the public schools of Huntingdon 
Co., Pa., and in the Birmingham Seminary, 
Birmingham, Pa. He _ graduated from 
Franklin and Marshall College in 1890 with 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and in 1895 
received his Master’s degree from the same 
institution. Following his graduation from 
college he studied in the Boston Conserva- 
tory of Music and took up music as his 
profession. 


Dr. Neff taught music in Dallas, Texas, 
and Albany, Mo. In 1900 he accepted a 
call to become Director of Music of Upper 
Iowa University, where he labored until 
his death. In 1909 Upper Iowa University 
conferred upon him the degree of Doctor 
of Music. He was recognized as a leader 
in Iowa music circles, having served 4 
years as President of the Iowa State Musi- 
cal Association, and 2 years as State Chair- 
man of the State Department of Piano. He 
was a member of the National Music As- 
sociation of State Presidents and ex-Presi- 
dents, and was given recognition in the 
‘<TInternational Who’s Who in Music’’ in 
1918. He was also a minute man during 
the World War, a member of the Civil Le- 
gion, and a delegate to the Peace Confer- 
ence in St. Louis, at which he was associ- 
ated with such men as Theodore Roosevelt, 
William Howard Taft, and other notable 
people. 

Dr. Neff submitted to an operation for 
stomach trouble and was apparently re- 
covering rapidly, when a blood clot caused 
his sudden death. A ‘service for Dr. Neff 
was held in the chapel of Upper Iowa Uni- 
versity by the faculty on April 9, and in 
the ancestral Neff home, near Alexandria, 
Pa., on April 12, which was conducted by 
Rev. Dr. Frederick A. Rupley, Lewistown, 
Pa., Rev. M. A. Kieffer, of the Reformed 
Church, and Rev. W. E. Stewart, of the 
Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, Pa, The 
interment was made in the Neff Cemetery 
near Petersburg, Pa. 


Dr. Neff, as stated in the resolutions, 
adopted by the Trustees of Upper Iowa 
University, ‘‘was superior as a man and 
teacher.’’ ‘*‘He was honest, kind, sympa- 
thetic, industrious, patient and loyal. He 
also was active in Church work and lived 
out the Christian. religion, which he pro- 
fessed. He married Miss Stella E. Haas, 
Albany, Mo., on June 25, 1901, who sur- 
vives him. He is also survived by Mrs. 
Eugene L. McLean, Philadelphia, and by 
Miss Amelia K. Neff, Mr. J. Frederick Neff, 
Mr. Paul H. Neff, and Prof. Joseph H. 
Neff, all of Alexandria, Pa. A brother, 
William Mason Neff, who was professor of 
Latin and Greek in the Normal School, 
Millersville, Pa., preceded Dr. Neff to the 
spirit world some years ago, —E.L. M. 


MRS. CARRIE B. OMMERT 


Grace Church, Greencastle, Pa., was 
deeply grieved in the passing of Mrs. Car- 
rie B. Ommert, wife of Deacon Aaron Om- 
mert, on Mar. 23, at the age of 41 years. 
For several years past she had been un- 
well, but not until a few weeks before her 
death was her condition considered very 
serious. She leaves her husband, a mother 
and several sisters and brothers, in addi- 
tion to a large number of friends, to 
mourn her departure, Her quiet, friendly 
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dispos:tion endeared her to all who knew 
Hers 

The funeral service was conducted from 
her late home by her minister, Rev. G. Er- 
mine Plott, and the body laid to rest in 
Cedar Hill Cemetery. 


J. JEROME MILLER 


First Church, Hamburg, Pa., lost a faith- 
ful and loyal member in the death of J. 
Jerome Miller on April 38. He was born in 
Hamburg Oct. 29, 1843, son of Edward M. 
and Sarah (Moyer) Miller. He spent his 
entire life of 85 years, 5 months and 4 
days in Hamburg. He enlisted in the Civil 
War and for 3 years served his country 
being a corporal of Company F, 22nd Vet- 
eran Reserve Corps. He was engaged in 
all the battles fought by the Army of the 
Potomac and was honorably discharged 
Aug. 6, 1865. 

Upon his discharge Mr. Miller returned 
to Hamburg and for a number of years 
was engaged in cabinet making. Follow- 
ing thisehe engaged in the general store 
business, Elected cashier of the Hamburg 
Savings Bank in 1877, which position he 
held until ten years ago. Since then he 
has lived retired. 

Mr. Miller served as Councilman and 
School Director for 21 years, president of 
the Board of Trade for 15 years, deacon 
in the Church for more than 30 years and 
was elder for 20 years, and treasurer of 
the Church for 15 years. Up until the 
Sunday before Easter he was a regular at- 
tendant at services. He will be missed. 
He is survived by his widow, Amanda 
(Bean) Miller; one daughter, Sadie, wife 
of John L. Ruth, of Lancaster, with whom 
he was visiting at the time of his death; 
one granddaughter, Sarah Ruth; and a 
brother, Gustus A. J., Dover, Del. Largely 
attended funeral services were held at his 
late home April 6 conducted by his pastor, 
Rev. Dallas R. Krebs, assisted by _ Rev. 
Charles F. Freeman, of Doylestown, a 
former pastor. 


W. J. WHITESELL 


Salina, Pa., Church lost one of its most 
faithful and active members in the death 
of William J. Whitesell. He passed away 
very unexpectedly at the age of 60. He 
had always been very much interested in 
the work of the Church. As a very young 
fellow he had lent a helping hand in the 
erection of the Chureh building. For years 
he had been on the consistory, and had 
been the delegate of the Church on differ- 
ent occasions. At the time of his death 
he was the Sunday School Superintendent. 
For a number of years he was one of the 
Public School Directors, 

Funeral services were held from the 
home on April 2, conducted by the former 
pastor, Rev. Howard F. Loch, assisted by 
Revs. R. V. Hartman and W. 8. Fisher. 
The large number of persons who paid 
their last respects at the service formed a 
fitting tribute to his noble Christian life 
and sterling character in the community. 
He will be sadly missed in the community, 
the Church, and his home. He leaves his 
devoted wife and 7 children. 

—H. F. lL. 


BIRD W. KRIBBS 


St. Paul’s Church, of the Beaver Charge, 
lost one of her faithful and active mem- 
bers by the death of Bird W. Kribbs. He 
was born near Reedsburg, Pa., and in his 
young manhood was actively identified 
with the Baptist Chureh of that place. 
After his marriage in 1899 to Miss Eliza- 
beth Lutz, he located on a farm near Knox, 
Pa., where he continued to the time of his 
death as a successful farmer. At the time 
of locating in this community, he with his 
wife, became actively identified with St. 
Paul’s Church. For some 20 years he was 
the progressive Superintendent of the Sun- 
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day School, and under his wise leadership 
it grew from a disorganized, struggling 
School to one of the front line Schools in 
Clarion County, and it is frequently said 
that it is one of the best rural Schools in 
the County. He also served for several 
years as President of the County Sabbath 
School Association. He served the econ- 
gregation as elder continuously since 1916. 
For many years he has been a member of 
the School Board of Beaver Township. 
Perhaps next to his Church no other thing 
lay so near his great heart as the welfare 
of the schools and the children. It can be 
truly said of him, ‘‘He went about doing 
good.’’? He was spiritually-minded in the 
highest degree. Besides his widow, 4 chil- 
dren survive: Mrs. Edgar Hugus, Miss 
Catherine, John and Merill. He passed to 
his eternal reward on Easter morning at 
the age of 58 years. 

Funeral services were held from his late 
home in charge of his pastor, Rev. Irvin 
G. Snyder, who was assisted by Rev. E. M. 
Boyer, of the Lutheran Church, and Rev. 
Mr. Frazier, President of the Clarion 
County Sabbath School Association. 

—TLGasse 


JAMES IRWIN MACKLEY 


On April first, James Irwin Mackley, of 
Thurmont, Md., passed away after a ling- 
ering sickness of more than a year at the 
age of 60 years and 10 months. The cause 
of his death was chronic heart trouble. He 
was buried from his late home on April 
4th, when a large circle of friends and re- 
latives were present to pay the last re- 
spects to a much beloved brother. 

The services were in charge of his pas- 
tor, the Rev. Dr. P, E, Heimer, who preach- 
ed a befitting sermon on ‘‘He was a good 
man,’’ Acts 11:24. In it he pointed out, 
that the deceased was a kind and indul- 
gent husband and father, industrious and 
provident, a citizen who was a big asset 
to his town and country, of a friendly, 
jovial and optimistic spirit, a devoted and 
loyal member and supporter of the various 
fraternities of town, and above all a very 
loyal and devout member of Trinity 
Chureh. During the more than 16 years 
of the present pastor’s ministry the de- 
ceased had not missed a service in Church 
or Sunday School, until the last sickness 
set in, with the possible few exceptions 
when the weather made it impossible to 
This is, indeed, a record 
worthy of note and emulation. His life is 
an answer to the question sometimes asked 
by cynics as to whether Church attendance 
is to any benefit—in that ‘‘He was a good 
man.’’ He will be greatly missed by all in 
home and Church and community. 

The Acacia Lodge of Masons of Thur- 
mont, of which he was a loyal member 
and officer for many years, had charge of 
the services at the grave. 

The deceased is survived by his wife, 
Wolf ‘S[NOs squNY Mozy wv Jo syIREey oyy 
Suepivs ATUaAvOY WOIJ 4YSNoIq sua poos 
Naomi (nee Firor). She and her husband 
were confirmed together in the same elass 
in 1884, when yet in their youthful years, 
and worshipped together side by side in 
the same pew until health prevented and 
death parted them. What a lovely example 
and remembrance that is! 

There remains also one son, Lloyd, his 
faithful wife and three young grandchil- 
dren, Naomi, Helen and James. The son 
is employed by the Western Maryland 
Railroad and he and his family are de- 
voted members of Trinity Church. To them 
the Church looks to carry on the good work 
of the father, and there is every assurance 
that they will. 


“‘Yet again we hope to meet thee 
When the day of life is fled; 


Then in Heaven with joy we’ll greet 
thee :¢ 
Where no farewell tear is shed. a, 
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